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Education is essential for any country to secure its future, but COVID-19 has caused

considerable difficulty in Thailand. The COVID-19 pandemic harms the education of

the students. The online education system is adopted in almost all parts of the globe.

However, the pandemic has been impacting the overall quality of the education system.

This research explored the experiences of law students in Thailand by analyzing several

factors which affect their intellect. The methodology adopted for this study was a

multiple method study. The sample size of 330 law students selected from leading Thai

universities was analyzed qualitatively through Strength, Weakness, Opportunity, and

Threat (SWOT) analysis and regression model for the quantitative analysis. The findings

revealed that factors including internet availability, accessibility to own gadgets, online

resources, government, social media, and classrooms have a significant impact on the

education system of Thai law students. The study paves way for further microanalysis

of the educational system in Thailand with the perceptions and experiences of teachers

and parents.

Keywords: education, COVID-19, constitutional reforms, Thai constitution, sustainable development

INTRODUCTION

Every child has the right to an uninterrupted education, but COVID-19 has jolted education
throughout the globe. Thailand has been growing in the past few decades. The COVID-19
pandemic has brought a jolt to the progress of Thailand (Fry and Bi, 2013). Young minds are
facing several challenges in the learning process. The legal framework in Thailand does exist and
provides for a quality education system in Thailand. This was adversely affected by the pandemic
hitting hard upon education, with inadequate measures adopted at the governance level. Digital
technologies have been incorporated at various levels of the Thai education system with an online
or hybrid system of teaching and learning processes (Yu and Jo, 2014; Huang et al., 2020).

The Thai constitution provides for the rights, and responsibilities and ensures the adequate
functioning of a State. The rights are comprehensive, and each right is related to the overall aspect
of the constitution. This study focuses on the experiences of the Thai laws students by analyzing
several factors which affect the intellect of the students in Thailand. The analysis was done with
the educational advancement to ensure an in-depth understanding and analysis of the gaps within
the Thai laws. Several factors provide for collaborative impacts on the Thai population in terms
of diminishing their education right including geographical, political, social, environmental, and
cultural factors (Laikram and Pathak, 2022).

The government structure in Thailand is not well-defined with monarchy still prevalent. Under
the Thai constitution, monarchy is adopted, “Thailand adopts a democratic regime of government
with the King as Head of State.” (Chapter I, section materials and methods, p. 4). The constitution
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in Thailand is being adopted as the supreme law for the
State which is headed by the King along with a democratic
structure of elected government. Section results of the Thai
constitution defines,

“Sovereign power belongs to the Thai people. The King as
Head of State shall exercise such power through the National
Assembly, the Council ofMinisters, and the Courts in accordance
with the provisions of this Constitution. The National Assembly,
the Council of Ministers, Courts, Independent Originations,
and State agencies shall perform duties in accordance with the
constitution, laws, and the rule of law for the common good of
the nation and the happiness of the public at large.” (Chapter I,
section results, p. 5).

Accordingly, dual governance poses irregularity in the
adequate implementation of the policies. Similarly, public
dissatisfaction is prevalent due to the multiple government
structure leading to anarchy and chaos during the COVID.
The recent decades have seen the military coup in Thailand.
These coups result in reduced human rights and international
collaboration (Constitution B.E. 2560, 2017). In the years
2006 and 2017, the military coup directly affected the
diplomatic collaboration, human rights, and implementation of
constitutional laws in Thailand (Kunnamas, 2020).

However, the constitution of Thailand is the epitome of the
education framework in Thailand. The constitution protects the
rights of the people both in terms of human rights and education
laws. The constitution protects the rights of the Thai population,
“Human dignity, rights, liberties and equality of the people shall
be protected. The Thai people shall enjoy equal protection under
this Constitution (Chapter I, section discussion, p. 4).”

The constitution is the prime legal document that governs the
Thai social, economic, and education systems. The constitution
is unofficially translated into the English language by the office
of the council of the state, however, the translated document
provides for accurate policies and implications of the sections of
the constitution.

“The Constitution is the supreme law of the State. The
provisions of any law, rule or regulation, or any acts, which
are contrary to or inconsistent with the Constitution, shall be
unenforceable. Whenever no provision under this Constitution
is applicable to any case, an act shall be performed or a decision
shall be made in accordance with the constitutional conventions
of Thailand under the democratic regime of government with the
King as Head of State. (Chapter I, section conclusion).”

There have beenmany incidents and unfortunate events in the
past which adversely affected the Thai population’s educational
rights. The inadequate capacities of the government channels
to aptly implement the stated rules and regulations among the
policies and ordinances at the school and university level results
in adverse effects upon the rights of the people. The well-
defined structure does pave way for an adequate educational
framework in the country. However, several factors, as discussed
in the research, curtail the proper adaption of all the written
legal policies and ordinances at the local levels of governance
in Thailand.

Constitution has been drawn from the French word
“constituer” signifying to build or construct. The constitution

defines the rules and regulations of a State. The basic governance
is through the various articles and sections of the Constitution.
The constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand has been amended
between 1974, and 1997 and the current version is from
2017. The major governing body remains to be government,
however, with several incidences of the military coup and
political instabilities the Thai people suffer from diminished and
ineffective legal rights. Thailand revised the educational reforms
in 1999 with the adoption of a learner-centered approach,
however, a lack of reforms was found after the pandemic
(Connors, 1999; Tongpoon-Patanasorn, 2011). The situation
of legal protection is declining due to the global COVID-
19 pandemic.

Thailand is equipped with the Thai education laws in the
constitution (Article 54 and 250) as well as the National
Education Act of B.E. 2542 (1999) which defines education as the
right of all Thai people (Article 6). However, these have become
redundant due to the COVID-19 pandemic due to changing
scenario of education dissemination procedures (Dwivedi et al.,
2020). The non-equipped students are not able to receive their
right to education due to several factors arising due to COVID-
19 implications (Hussain et al., 2020). The local administrative
guidelines (Article 250) in the constitution do provide for quality
education, however, implementation is lacking at the local levels
of Thailand. Thus, it becomes essential to review these sections to
provide for the COVID-19 pandemic scenario.

Thailand has been struggling in terms of educational rights
and legal freedom due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
the revolutionary youth movement in 2020. However, the
constitutional law does not provide for the protection of the
education rights and other rights of the dissatisfied population.
The rights suspended by Prime Minister Gen. Prayut Chan-
Ocha’s policies and governmental ordinances including the
freedom of expression and arbitrarily arrested resulted in the
enhancement of the revolution in Thailand.

Thailand has various streams of education provided by leading
and world-ranked universities (Wintachai et al., 2021). The
National Educational ACT was implemented in 1999 in Thailand
(Kantavong and Nethanomsak, 2012) however, with the new
normal scenario due to COVID-19, the government is required to
implement reforms. The Thai students are known to be humble,
respectful as well as critical in their approach to education. Thai
Law students are more inclined toward the implication of the
educational system and reform required to enhance educational
rights (Mujtaba et al., 2010).

The Commission of Higher Education (CHE) is working
under the Ministry of Education toward educational reforms
and providing higher standards for the education system in
Thailand. The CHE regulates both public as well as private
universities through the Office of National standards and
quality assessment, National Institute of Educational Testing
Services, and Science and Technology Postgraduate Education
and Research Development Office under the second 15 year long-
range plan on higher education as guided by the Ministry of
Education. The Times Higher Education QS World Universities
Ranking (THE-QS), and Shanghai Jiao Tong University Global
Ranking (SJTU) are adopted by several Thai universities to
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ensure the quality of education. However, the ground-level
implications lack in the implementation of these regulations.

Therefore, this study aimed to identify, understand, and
analyze the various factors that are to be included in
the educational reforms through the amendments in the
legal framework and constitution to provide for sustainable
development and ensure educational rights to all in Thailand.
The explicit research questions are as follows:

• What are the various factors directly affecting the educational
rights of Thai law students?

• What is the relationship between selected factors to ensure
high levels of legal framework and rights of Thai students?

• Which stakeholders are required to adapt and implement the
legal framework, policies, and enhanced educational rights of
Thai law students?

Educational rights are essential to ensure quality education for
all. Thailand has been struggling in terms of the educational
measures to be implemented during the COVID-19 pandemic
among the universities. The stress of balancing the education
quality as well as financial resources resulted in mismanagement
and an unbalanced approach toward education framework and
regulatory policies since 2020. This study would provide the
direction and research-based strategies toward enhanced and
effective education rights. The immediate beneficiaries will be
the students and universities; however, the long-term beneficiary
would be the Thai economy and legal system.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The methodology adopted for this study is a multiple method
study. The study area was selected among the leading Thai
public universities with an emphasis on law degree programs
(Woodrow, 2014). The university was selected based on
both public-private stakeholders involved with the law degree
program in Thailand and equipped with educational reforms and
mock court experiences among the students. The sample size of
330 law students was selected from a leading Thai university. The
sampling technique of random purposive sampling was adopted
to ensure the self-interest and learning process among students.
The students were among the regular students who are pursuing
their bachelor’s degrees.

The data was collected through a survey questionnaire
and key informant interviews. The survey questionnaire was
shared among the law students to understand their perception
and experiences education system in Thailand. The survey
questionnaire provided the detailed demographic, perceptions,
and needs of the law students. The key informants were selected
among the students, teachers, and parents who were directly
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure the detailed
experiences and understanding of law degree programs and the
implications of the COVID-19 pandemic’s effects on educational
rights. The database was collected from the university and then
respondents were selected randomly along with their acceptance
to be key informants and respondents. The gaps, requirements,
and offers from the educational framework in Thailand have

been extensively discussed and recorded throughout the data
collection phase. The respondents were asked about their
experiences, perceptions, understanding, and interpretations of
the education system in Thailand, especially with the enhanced
vulnerabilities of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The collected data was analyzed qualitatively through
Strength, Weakness, Opportunity, and Threat (SWOT) analysis
and regression model for the quantitative analysis. The strength,
weakness, opportunity, and threats analysis provided for the
understanding of the factors and stakeholders’ role in the
educational reform in Thailand (Helms and Nixon, 2010). The
SWOT analysis provides for the strategic measures to be adopted
by analyzing the current scenario of the educational reforms
in Thailand with inclusive governance opportunities within the
existing legal framework (Learned et al., 1969; Cohen et al., 2017).
This provided for the results sections and provided the ground
level findings toward the policy level recommendation through
this research.

The quantitative analysis involved the backward regression
model which analyses and eliminated the insignificant factors
to provide for the significant factors (Yu and Jo, 2014).
Several independent factors including the internet availability,
accessibility of own gadgets, law study, online resources
government, social media, and hybrid classrooms were analyzed
with the dependent factor of educational reform. These factors
were selected based on previous literature and the COVID-19
impacted the educational sector in Thailand (Ali, 2020; Ferri
et al., 2020; Adarkwah, 2021).

RESULTS

The results included both quantitative and qualitative analysis.
The collected data provided the real experiences, perceptions,
and attitudes of stakeholders toward the education sector. The
findings revealed that factors including internet availability,
accessibility to own gadgets, online resources, government, social
media, and hybrid classrooms have a significant impact on the
education of Thai law students.

Internet availability is one of the major concerns for most
Thai law students. The absence of internet in far-flung areas
or remote locations results in disruptive classroom sessions.
The students complained about the internet speed affecting
their learning capacities (Kew, 2018). Similarly, accessibility of
own gadgets such as laptops and i-pads at their home resulted
in diminished productivity for their lessons, assignments, and
overall learning process.

Students found it difficult to access online resources due to the
first two factors i.e., internet availability, and accessibility to own
gadgets. The students in Thailand are adaptable to these changes
(Teo, 2014), however, the lack of government assistance, the
online classroom systemwas found to be ineffective. Social media
is impacting the studies of the student as a resource whereas the
hybrid classroom was found to be inadequate as teachers were
not able to teach and include all the students at the same time.

Table 1 shows the association between demographics and
educational reform. From Table 1 it was noticed that the men
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TABLE 1 | Demographics for the educational reform.

Demographics Age limit Total population Z score P

Age 18–25 330 1.230 0.120

Gender Female 150 3.965 0.000*

Male 180

Married/unmarried Married 50 1.204 0.035

Un-married 280

Level of education BS students 330 3.205 0.000*

Education Discipline Law 330 2.569 0.000*

*P < 0.005.

TABLE 2 | Correlation among proposed variables.

Educational reform

Internet availability −0.882***

Accessibility of own gadgets 0.665***

Law study −0.068

Online resources 0.556***

Government 0.598***

Social media 0.963***

Hybrid classroom 0.889***

***Correlation is significant at p < 0.01.

are found more inclined toward reforms than women. Similarly,
unmarried demographics have been more profound toward
educational reforms than married ones. For this study, the data
was collected from the students enrolled in the law studies
domain under the age of 18–25 which was not separately tested
under different age groups.

The results of Table 2 show that educational reform is
strongly related to internet availability, accessibility to own
gadgets, online resources, government, social media, and
hybrid classrooms in the context of law students. But the
law study has not been found as related to educational
reforms. The results are supporting the previous findings from
the researchers.

The educational reforms are depending upon government
initiatives which were found to be limited in Thailand. Both
students and government bodies have no common platform to
provide for the required necessities. This was one of the major
hurdles to bringing about needed reforms at the policies levels
due to inadequate political interventions.

As suggested by previous authors, the backward regression
method was used to remove the insignificant factors from
the proposed research model. The results are presented in
Table 3. The p-value for the F-statistics of the proposed model
is significant at the level of 0.005. The model has the F =

16.895, p < 0.005, R2 = 0.652. Meanwhile, it was noticed that
the proposed variables for the theoretical model are related to
educational reform. As the results indicated except for law study
all of the proposed factors are the factor responsible for the
educational reform.

TABLE 3 | Backward multiple regression analysis.

Factors Value

Internet availability −0.382**

Accessibility of own gadgets 0.365**

Law study 0.048

Online resources 0.384**

Government 0.328**

Social media 0.163*

Hybrid classroom 0.389**

F-Statistics 16.895**

Adjusted R-Square 0.652

**Significant at 0.05.

*Significant at 0.1.

These results indicate the need for the educational reforms
required at the local level of governance in Thailand. The
educational system is robust; however, it is essential to revise
the policies to enhance the overall effectiveness of the education
system. The quantitative results were supported by the qualitative
results which were collected through the key respondent
interviews. The qualitative findings focused on the overall
scenario of the COVID-19 pandemic impacting the education
environment, stakeholders, and what are the possible reforms
that are essential to adopt to provide for sustainable development
in Thailand.

Strength, weakness, opportunity, and threat analysis provides
for the analysis of the significant factors along with the political,
social, and technological environment of the educational system
in Thailand (Refer Figure 1). The strategies and measures to be
adopted in terms of the adoption of educational rights during and
after the COVID-19 pandemic are to be designed inclusive of the
SWOT analysis. The analysis was dependent upon the informant
interviews which provided for the experiences and perceptions of
the study respondents.

Strengths
Thailand boasts of a robust legal framework with well-
defined rules and regulations; however, the ground-level
implementations are found to be limited (Sanjaiprom, 2021). The
constitution is comprehensive and covers almost every aspect
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FIGURE 1 | Strength, Weakness, Opportunity, and Threat (SWOT) Analysis toward education system in Thailand.

of copyright and human rights. The judiciary is comprehended
toward the maintenance of law and order in Thailand. The
people of Thailand abide by the legal system. One of the
respondents added,

“Thai nationals follow all the rules and regulations including
wearing face masks and vaccinations. The government should
investigate supporting our children. It is hard for us to provide
for the online class system.”

Therefore, they do deserve all the adequate laws to minimize
their vulnerabilities, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The amendments and reforms should be adopted through the
existing and implemented exemplary laws from ASEAN to
ensure the success of the legal framework (Phusavat, 2008).

Weaknesses
Thailand has one of its biggest flaws in the legal framework in
the form of its unstable political system. The unclear authority
of the monarchy along with the democratic government
and several incidents of military coups in the past resulted

in reduced rights of the people. Though the government
promotes various educational policies, however, they fall
short of providing the economic, social, and legal protection
of its population. The ground-level implementation of the
laws is dependent upon the military forces. One of the
respondents added,

“The university in our area do not follow the government
initiatives. We still need to pay the full tuition fees which is
supposed to be reduced in all the universities.”

The influence of stakeholders to resolve the issues relating to
pandemic teaching barriers is contradictory to the educational
outlook toward education (Mongkolhutthi, 2018). Thailand
suffers from the absence of procedural guidelines for the
educational system during the COVID-19 pandemic. One of the
respondents suggested,

“We do not know when to have hybrid classroom. We are
worried about the health and safety of the students. Should we
test students or it’s the personal responsibility of the students?
Who will pay for the vaccination and medical aid?”
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This hampers the guided learning practices in the educational
policy level implications (Naqvi and Sahu, 2020). University
dropout rates have been a constant threat to the sustainable
development of the education system in Thailand. Therefore, it
becomes essential to understand the perceptions of the students
as well (Sittichai, 2012; Lerdpornkulrat et al., 2016).

Opportunities
Despite several shortcomings, the reforms in the copyright and
human rights laws would ensure long-term growth and enhance
sustainable development. The COVID-19 pandemic does provide
for better understanding and analyzing the gaps in the education
system and provides recommendations (Nuankaew et al., 2021).
One of the respondents recommended,

“Hybrid classroom makes more sense. Those who want to
have face to face onsite class may choose that, others may study
online. The teachers are to be trained to conduct and support
these hybrid classrooms effectively.”

The education system will change in the future; therefore,
hybrid education is going to be the most adopted method
including both physical and virtual classrooms (Azorín, 2020).
The amendment in the constitution ensures the laying down of
adequate policies. Ensuring adequate rights for all is a must for
maintaining the law and order in any country. Thailand is a state
which leads not only its economy but also influences the growth
and development of the whole ASEAN region. The international
collaborations and learning of apt means of implementation of
rules and regulations are to be adopted at the national as well as
local levels of governance. The state among ASEAN provides an
example for Thailand on how, where, when, and who must be
utilized to ensure effective law infrastructure.

Threats: The fluctuating policies are the main instigating
factor that affects the harmony among the Thai population. One
of the respondents proposed,

“Reforms are required at the national level. Ground
level implications will be adversely affected if no guidelines
are provided.”

The inadequacies found with loopholes in the constitution
of Thailand must be revised and adequately reformed. The
exemplary evidence and cases from ASEAN and other countries
must be carefully examined to be adopted in Thailand (Abidah
et al., 2020; Yang et al., 2020; Adarkwah, 2021; Tabatadze
and Chachkhiani, 2021). Another aspect is the increasing
civil disobedience in Thailand. This is found to be directly
proportional to the subdued rights provided to the free people
of Thailand. One of the respondents indicated,

“Who will judge the measures of the government? Students
suffering in several ways. What about their future? Protests are
conducted peacefully. We want the basic rights. Is it too much to
ask for education?”

The various wings of the political mindset are a constant
hurdle in providing adequate implementation of rules and
regulations in Thailand (Buchenrieder, 2017).

The SWOT analysis provides an in-depth analysis of the
current shortcomings of the Thai education system. However,
due to the existence of an adequate physical framework of
education, the policy implementations at the ground level would

ensure the sustainable development of the Thai education system
(Phusavat et al., 2012).

DISCUSSION

Education shapes the future of any country by empowering
its youth and future workforce (Kremer, 1993; Deem et al.,
2008; Hardaker, 2022). Online education has been adopted in
several countries around the globe in the wake of the COVID-
19 pandemic. The educational shift to the online classrooms
inclusive of Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) is seen as a
rapid transition and ineffective due to the lack of experience of
teachers, students, and parents (Burns, 2020). The parents and
students are under the constant pressure of diminishing return
value both financially and quality of education. The monetization
of education in terms of online education has been a concern in
the education literature (Giroux, 2002). The educational reforms
are to be adopted and implemented at the local levels of the
government to ensure quality and uninterruptible educational
rights. The pedagogy for online or hybrid education must
involve the consideration, resources, policies, and adequate
implementations from the government and other stakeholders
(Head, 2020). Therefore, it is essential to revisit and amend
the constitutional and legal framework in order to provide a
compassionate quality of education to all students.

The sustainable development of Thailand during the
pandemic era depends upon the robustness of its education
and business sectors. The skill development at the higher
education level is necessary along with the new technologies and
digital advancements. The Thai education system is prevalent
at all levels of governance, however, the students, being the
major stakeholders are avoided in the policy formulation and
implementation (Srichaiyarat and Lao-Amata, 2020).

The Thai constitution provides for the rights and overall
development of the Thai population. However, during the
pandemic scenario, several important factors were neglected
among the youth and the education system. Education is
regarded as an important sector to be controlled and regulated
by the government as a public service (Anussornnitisarn et al.,
2010). Thailand stands at 59th rank out of 137 countries under
the global competitiveness index by the world economic forum.
This rank is declining further in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic since 2020. Thus, the result of this study provides for
the revisions required to be amended at the constitutional level.
The educational reforms were found to be required in terms
of both qualitative and quantitative factors with a focus on the
digital advancement ensuring the reach of technologies to attain
interrupted education along with the inclusion of stakeholders at
the ground level policy implementation.

This research provides for an in-depth analysis of the factors
and stakeholders governing the educational reforms in Thailand.
Previous studies have been rigorously exploring the adequacy of
the online education system (Pierna et al., 2009; Yukongdi, 2010;
Kainzbauer and Hunt, 2014; Balakrishnan, 2020; Mindzak, 2020;
Velle et al., 2020; Tabatadze and Chachkhiani, 2021; Bataineh
et al., 2022), however, the gaps remain with the actual need of
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the student and role of the governance mechanisms to provide
quality education and equity of educational rights for all. The
need for social, economic, and educational reforms is paramount
to ensure the rights of all to receive quality education during and
after the COVID-19 pandemic.

CONCLUSION

The demographic characteristics of Thai students have an
impact on their learning, perceptions, and experiences while
educating themselves at various levels of university life.
Age and gender are major factors in reluctance to absorb
the new education system. The constant shift and changes
toward the onsite, online, or hybrid classroom are one of
the factors which diminish the enthusiasm of Thai students
toward education. The digital technologies and legal framework
are existing at the national level; however, inadequate and
obsolete policies are resulting in enhancing the vulnerabilities
and barriers to the education system in Thailand. Therefore,
constitutional amendments and adequate implementation of the
education policies are a must at the ground level in the Thai
education system.

Recommendations
Thailand has been revisiting the laws, acts, policies, and
ordinances to provide rights to its citizen. However, the study
sheds light on the loopholes existing in the legal framework in
Thailand. The following are the recommendations for the local
and national level legal framework in Thailand.

• The government should amend the sections related to
primary, secondary, and higher education in the constitution
and policies.

• The local level of governance should be strengthened to
implement the laws of the land.

• The awareness campaigns and training of stakeholders such
as students, teachers, and parents to enhance the educational
teaching and learning in Thailand.

• Creation of public-private partnership at the local level for
adequate policy implications.

• Implementation of digital technologies at universities in
collaboration with local government.

The study paves way for further research into the innovative
technologies and student rights to empower the education
system in Thailand. Further research may be undertaken for
employment opportunities after graduation in times of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

DATA AVAILABILITY STATEMENT

The original contributions presented in the study are included
in the article/supplementary material, further inquiries can be
directed to the corresponding authors.

AUTHOR CONTRIBUTIONS

Both authors listed have made a substantial, direct, and
intellectual contribution to the work and approved it
for publication.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The author would like to thank the Walailak University for
the support toward this research under the research project
number WU64251.

REFERENCES

Abidah, A., Hidaayatullaah, H. N., Simamora, R. M., Fehabutar, D., Mutakinati,

L. (2020). The impact of covid-19 to indonesian education and its relation

to the philosophy of “Merdeka Belajar”. Stud. Philos. Sci. Educ. 1, 38–49.

doi: 10.46627/sipose.v1i1.9

Adarkwah, M. A. (2021). “I’m not against online teaching, but what about

us?”: ICT in Ghana post Covid-19. Educ. Inf. Technol. 26, 1665–1685.

doi: 10.1007/s10639-020-10331-z

Ali, W. (2020). Online and remote learning in higher education institutes: a

necessity in light of COVID-19 pandemic. High. Educ. Stud. 10, 16–25.

doi: 10.5539/hes.v10n3p16

Anussornnitisarn, P., Rassameethes, B., Fankham-ai, K., Forss, T., Helo, P. (2010).

Innovation in the public sector: the roles of external influences. Int. J. Innov.

Learn. 7, 467–477. doi: 10.1504/IJIL.2010.032934

Azorín, C. (2020). Beyond COVID-19 supernova. Is another education coming?. J.

Prof. Cap. Community 5, 381–390. doi: 10.1108/JPCC-05-2020-0019

Balakrishnan, P. (2020). Education in the age of COVID-19: educational responses

from four Southeast Asian countries. ISEA 48, 102–109.

Bataineh, O., Abu-Fares, M., and Al-Jdayeh, M. (2022). On the factors that

affect concentration variations in a veterinary drug using backward stepwise

regression analysis. s.l., AIP Publishing LLC 020007. doi: 10.1063/5.0075137

Buchenrieder, G. (2017). Participatory local governance and cultural practices in

Thailand. Cogent Soc. Sci. 3:1338331. doi: 10.1080/23311886.2017.1338331

Burns, R. (2020). A COVID-19 panacea in digital technologies? Challenges

for democracy and higher education. Dialogues Hum. Geogr. 10, 246–249.

doi: 10.1177/2043820620930832

Cohen, L., Manion, L., and Morrison, K. (2017). “Coding and content analysis,”

in Research Methods in Education, 8th Edn, eds L. Cohen, L. Mnion, and K.

Morrison (London: Routledge), 440–456. doi: 10.4324/9781315456539

Connors, M. K. (1999). Political reform and the state in Thailand. J. Contemp. Asia

29, 202–226. doi: 10.1080/00472339980000321

Constitution B.E. 2560 (2017). Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand.

Available online at: https://www.constitutionalcourt.or.th/occ_en/download/

article_20170410173022.pdf

Deem, R., Mok, K., and Lucas, L. (2008). Transforming higher education in whose

image? Exploring the concept of the ‘world-class’ university in Europe and Asia.

High. Educ. Policy 21, 83–97. doi: 10.1057/palgrave.hep.8300179

Dwivedi, Y. K., Hughes, D. L., Coombs, C., Constantiou, I., Duan, Y., Edwards, J.

S., et al. (2020). Impact of COVID-19 pandemic on information management

research and practice: transforming education, work and life. Int. J. Inf. Manage.

55:102211. doi: 10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2020.102211

Ferri, F., Grifoni, P., and Guzzo, T. (2020). Online learning and emergency remote

teaching: opportunities and challenges in emergency situations. Societies 10:86.

doi: 10.3390/soc10040086

Fry, G. W., and Bi, H. (2013). The evolution of educational reform in

Thailand: the Thai educational paradox. J. Educ. Adm. 51, 290–319.

doi: 10.1108/09578231311311483

Giroux, H. (2002). Neoliberalism, corporate culture, and the promise of higher

education: the university as a democratic public sphere. Harv. Educ. Rev. 72,

425–464. doi: 10.17763/haer.72.4.0515nr62324n71p1

Hardaker, S. (2022). More Than Infrastructure Providers–Digital Platforms’ Role

and Power in Retail Digitalisation in Germany. Tijdschrift voor economische

en sociale geografie, p. 1–19. doi: 10.1111/tesg.12511

Frontiers in Education | www.frontiersin.org 7 May 2022 | Volume 7 | Article 905445

https://doi.org/10.46627/sipose.v1i1.9
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-020-10331-z
https://doi.org/10.5539/hes.v10n3p16
https://doi.org/10.1504/IJIL.2010.032934
https://doi.org/10.1108/JPCC-05-2020-0019
https://doi.org/10.1063/5.0075137
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2017.1338331
https://doi.org/10.1177/2043820620930832
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315456539
https://doi.org/10.1080/00472339980000321
https://www.constitutionalcourt.or.th/occ_en/download/article_20170410173022.pdf
https://www.constitutionalcourt.or.th/occ_en/download/article_20170410173022.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1057/palgrave.hep.8300179
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijinfomgt.2020.102211
https://doi.org/10.3390/soc10040086
https://doi.org/10.1108/09578231311311483
https://doi.org/10.17763/haer.72.4.0515nr62324n71p1
https://doi.org/10.1111/tesg.12511
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education#articles


Poungjinda and Pathak Educational Reforms in Thailand

Head, K. (2020). Let’s add compassion to our online curriculum. The Chronicle of

Higher Education, 31 March. Available online at: https://www.chronicle.com/

article/Let-s-Add-Compassion-to-Our/248391 (accessed: March 31, 2022).

Helms, M., and Nixon, J. (2010). Exploring SWOT analysis – where are we now?

A review of academic research from the last decade. J. Strategy Manage. 3,

215–251. doi: 10.1108/17554251011064837

Huang, R., Tlili, A., Chang, T. W., Zhang, X., Nascimbeni, F., and Burgos, D.

(2020). Disrupted classes, undisrupted learning during COVID-19 outbreak in

China: application of open educational practices and resources. Smart Learn.

Environ. 7:19. doi: 10.1186/s40561-020-00125-8

Hussain, M. W., Mirza, T., and Hassan, M. M. (2020). Impact of COVID-19

pandemic on the human behavior. Int. J. Educ. Manage. Eng. 10, 35–61.

doi: 10.5815/ijeme.2020.05.05

Kainzbauer, A., and Hunt, B. (2014). Meeting the challenges of teaching in a

different cultural environment – evidence from graduate management schools

in Thailand. Asia Pac. J. Educ. 36, 56–68. doi: 10.1080/02188791.2014.934779

Kantavong, P., and Nethanomsak, T. (2012). Inclusive education in Thailand

after 1999 National Education Act: a review of a pre-service teacher education

system. Proc. Soc. Behav. Sci. 69, 1043–1051. doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.12.031

Kew, S. (2018). Examining the motivation level of students in e-learning in

higher education institution in Thailand: a case study. Educ. Inf. Technol. 23,

2947–2967. doi: 10.1007/s10639-018-9753-z

Kremer, M. (1993). The O-ring theory of economic development. Q. J. Econ. 108,

551–575. doi: 10.2307/2118400

Kunnamas, N. (2020). Normative power Europe, ASEAN and Thailand. Int. Econ.

Econ. Policy 17, 765–781. doi: 10.1007/s10368-020-00478-y

Laikram, S., and Pathak, S. (2022). Essentialities of ratifying CED in

Thailand: human rights amid Covid-19 pandemic. Emerg. Sci. J. 6, 57–70.

doi: 10.28991/esj-2022-SPER-05

Learned, E., Christiansen, C., Andrews, K., and Guth, W. (1969). Business Policy:

Text and Cases. Irwin: Homewood, IL.

Lerdpornkulrat, T., Koul, R., and Poondej, C. (2016). Relationship between

perceptions of classroom climate and institutional goal structures and student

motivation, engagement and intention to persist in college. J. Further High.

Educ. 42, 102–115. doi: 10.1080/0309877X.2016.1206855

Mindzak, M. (2020). COVID19 and the ongoing problem of educational efficiency.

Brock Educ. J. 29, 18–23. doi: 10.26522/brocked.v29i2.837

Mongkolhutthi, P. (2018). Understanding what binds teachers together: workplace

culture amongst EFL teachers in Thailand. Educ. Forum 82, 406–424.

doi: 10.1080/00131725.2018.1473541

Mujtaba, B., Chawavisit, C., and Pattaratalwanich, P. (2010). Conflict management

styles of law students in Thailand: a study of age and gender. J. Glob. Bus.

Manage. 1, 14–32.

Naqvi, W. M., and Sahu, A. (2020). Paradigmatic shift in the education

system in a time of COVID 19. J. Evol. Med. Dent. Sci. 9, 1974–1976.

doi: 10.14260/jemds/2020/430

Nuankaew, P., Nuankaew, W., Nasa-Ngium, P., Phanniphing, K., Teeraputon,

D., and Chaopanich, O. (2021). Attitude towards online learning from the

effect of Coronavirus 2019 disease (COVID-19) of University Students in

Thailand. PalArch’s J. Archaeol. Egyptol. 18, 2498–2517. Available online at:

https://archives.palarch.nl/index.php/jae/article/view/6680

Phusavat, K. (2008). University reforms: roles of classification in resource

allocation and management. Int. J. Manage. Educ. 2, 318–339.

doi: 10.1504/IJMIE.2008.019638

Phusavat, K., Ketsarapong, S., Ooi, K., and Shyu, S. (2012). Sustaining higher

education reforms: knowledge and policy implications learned from Thailand.

Int. J. Educ. Manage. 26, 284–301. doi: 10.1108/09513541211213354

Pierna, J. A. F., Abbas, O., Baeten, V., and Dardenne, P. (2009). A Backward

Variable Selection method for PLS regression (BVSPLS). Anal. Chim. Acta 642,

89–93. doi: 10.1016/j.aca.2008.12.002

Sanjaiprom, S. (2021). Learning online preparedness during the COVID-19

pandemic in Thailand. J. MCU Peace Stud. 9, 884–894. Available online

at: https://so03.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/journal-peace/article/view/250814/

169036

Sittichai, R. (2012). Why are there dropouts among university students?

Experiences in a Thai University. Int. J. Educ. Dev. 32, 283–289.

doi: 10.1016/j.ijedudev.2011.04.010

Srichaiyarat, P., and Lao-Amata, P. (2020). Legal education during covid-19

pandemic: an experience of a thai law school. Asian J. Legal Educ. 7, 228–230.

doi: 10.1177/2322005820935753

Tabatadze, S., and Chachkhiani, K. (2021). COVID-19 and emergency remote

teaching in the country of Georgia: catalyst for educational change and reforms

in Georgia?. Educ. Stud. 57, 78–95. doi: 10.1080/00131946.2020.1863806

Teo, T. (2014). Exploring e-learning acceptance among university students

in Thailand: a national survey. J. Educ. Comput. Res. 50, 489–506.

doi: 10.2190/EC.50.4.c

Tongpoon-Patanasorn, A. (2011). Impact of learner-centeredness on primary

school teachers: a case study in Northeast Thailand. J. Asia TEFL 8, 1–28.

Velle, L., Newman, S., Montgomery, C., and Hyatt, D. (2020).

Initial teacher education in England and the Covid-19 pandemic:

challenges and opportunities. J. Educ. Teach. 46, 596–608.

doi: 10.1080/02607476.2020.1803051

Wintachai, J., Khong, T. D. H., and Saito, E. (2021). COVID-19 as a

game changer in a Thai university: a self-reflection. Practice 3, 51–57.

doi: 10.1080/25783858.2020.1833233

Woodrow, L. (2014). Writing About Quantitative Research in Applied Linguistics.

London: Springer. doi: 10.1057/9780230369955

Yang, D. -Y, Cheng, S. -Y., Wang, S. -Z.,Wang, J. -S., Kuang, M.,Wang, T. -K., et al.

(2020). Preparedness of medical education in China: lessons from the COVID-

19 outbreak.Med. Teach. 42, 787–790. doi: 10.1080/0142159X.2020.1770713

Yu, T., and Jo, I. H. (2014). “Educational technology approach toward

learning analytics: relationship between student online behavior and learning

performance in higher education,” in Indianap. Assoc. Comput. Machinery

(Indianapolis, IN). 269–270.

Yukongdi, V. (2010). A study of Thai employees’ preferred leadership style. Asia

Pac. Bus. Rev 16, 161–181. doi: 10.1080/13602380903168962

Conflict of Interest: The authors declare that the research was conducted in the

absence of any commercial or financial relationships that could be construed as a

potential conflict of interest.

Publisher’s Note: All claims expressed in this article are solely those of the authors

and do not necessarily represent those of their affiliated organizations, or those of

the publisher, the editors and the reviewers. Any product that may be evaluated in

this article, or claim that may be made by its manufacturer, is not guaranteed or

endorsed by the publisher.

Copyright © 2022 Poungjinda and Pathak. This is an open-access article distributed

under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (CC BY). The use,

distribution or reproduction in other forums is permitted, provided the original

author(s) and the copyright owner(s) are credited and that the original publication

in this journal is cited, in accordance with accepted academic practice. No use,

distribution or reproduction is permitted which does not comply with these terms.

Frontiers in Education | www.frontiersin.org 8 May 2022 | Volume 7 | Article 905445

https://www.chronicle.com/article/Let-s-Add-Compassion-to-Our/248391
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Let-s-Add-Compassion-to-Our/248391
https://doi.org/10.1108/17554251011064837
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40561-020-00125-8
https://doi.org/10.5815/ijeme.2020.05.05
https://doi.org/10.1080/02188791.2014.934779
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2012.12.031
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-018-9753-z
https://doi.org/10.2307/2118400
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10368-020-00478-y
https://doi.org/10.28991/esj-2022-SPER-05
https://doi.org/10.1080/0309877X.2016.1206855
https://doi.org/10.26522/brocked.v29i2.837
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131725.2018.1473541
https://doi.org/10.14260/jemds/2020/430
https://archives.palarch.nl/index.php/jae/article/view/6680
https://doi.org/10.1504/IJMIE.2008.019638
https://doi.org/10.1108/09513541211213354
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aca.2008.12.002
https://so03.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/journal-peace/article/view/250814/169036
https://so03.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/journal-peace/article/view/250814/169036
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijedudev.2011.04.010
https://doi.org/10.1177/2322005820935753
https://doi.org/10.1080/00131946.2020.1863806
https://doi.org/10.2190/EC.50.4.c
https://doi.org/10.1080/02607476.2020.1803051
https://doi.org/10.1080/25783858.2020.1833233
https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230369955
https://doi.org/10.1080/0142159X.2020.1770713
https://doi.org/10.1080/13602380903168962
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/education#articles

	Educational Reforms Amid COVID-19 in Thailand
	Introduction
	Materials and Methods
	Results
	Strengths
	Weaknesses
	Opportunities

	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Recommendations

	Data Availability Statement
	Author Contributions
	Acknowledgments
	References


