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In recent decades, phenomenological methods known as Recognition of
Earthquake-Prone Areas (REPA) were set up for identifying potential sites of
powerful earthquakes. The information on potential earthquake sources
provided by the REPA method is an essential part of seismic hazard
assessment methodology. For the first time, we have combined global-scale
information on the geographic occurrence of geofluids with global-scale
information on earthquake occurrence, heat flow distribution, and S-wave
dispersion, to gain insights into the evolution of local stress-strain fields. We
focused on areas characterized by the occurrence of thermal waters and/or by the
release of deep-seated gases, as traced by the isotope composition of associated
helium.We noticed that the geographic distribution of these geofluids could serve
as an indirect indicator of crustal permeability anomalies generated by crustal
deformation procedures. This study proposes adding geofluids to the list of
fundamental geological parameters to be considered in hazard assessment
research.
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1 Introduction

The development of a culture of preventative measures including seismic hazard
assessment, micro zonation studies, and proper building rules, can reduce the severity of
the damage caused by earthquakes. In this framework, the Probabilistic Seismic Hazard
Assessment (PSHA) approach has become the most prevalent and standard method for
addressing seismic hazard assessment (e.g., Giardini et al., 2003). The PSHA is based on the use
of probability distributions for magnitudes and source site distances recorded in earthquake
catalogs, as originally proposed by Cornell (1968). The most relevant weakness of the PSHA is
the dependence of the probability theory on the Gutenberg-Richter magnitude and on the
completeness of available earthquake catalogs (e.g., Krinitzsky, 1995). Petersen et al. (2014)
proposed to improve the PSHA by incorporating GPS and further geodetic data. Furthermore,
various countries with consistent gaps in their earthquake catalogs have adopted Deterministic
Seismic Hazard Assessment (DSHA) techniques (e.g., Kramer, 1996). An accurate definition of
earthquake sources plays a prominent role in developing a seismic hazard assessment strategy,
regardless of the applied methodology, either probabilistic or deterministic. To this purpose, a
phenomenological approach for identifying possible locations of strong earthquakes was
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established, known as the Recognition of Earthquake-Prone Areas
(REPA) method (Gelfand et al., 1976 and references therein). The
information on potential earthquake sources delivered by the REPA is
an important component of the seismic hazard assessment, as
envisioned by the more recent neo-deterministic seismic hazard
assessment (NDSHA) methodology (Panza et al., 2012; and
references therein). It combines a morpho-structural zoning
method, which defines the locations of nodes over the study
region, and a pattern recognition technique, which divides all the
nodes into seismogenic and non-seismogenic ones to a specific cutoff
of magnitude (Zhang et al., 2021; and references therein). The
approach assumes that strong earthquakes are correlated with the
nodes formed around intersections of lineaments. The nodes are
delineated by the morpho-structural zoning method (MSZ), which is
based on geomorphologic and geological data and does not rely on a
knowledge of past seismicity (Gorshkov et al., 2003; Gorshkov and
Soloviev, 2021). The seismogenic nodes defined by pattern
recognition provide first-order systematic information that may
significantly contribute to a reliable seismic hazard assessment. The
information on the possible locations of strong earthquakes provided
by the methodology can be directly incorporated into the neo-
deterministic procedure (NDSHA) for seismic hazard assessment,
filling in possible gaps in known seismicity (Panza et al., 2012). One of
the main advantages of the MSZ is that it does not require prior
knowledge of the regional seismicity of the studied region since it is
based on the analysis of the available topographic, tectonic, and
geological data, whereas paleoseismological studies require
information about past seismic activity. Newer applications named
Neo-Deterministic Seismic Hazard Assessment (NDSHA) proposed
by Zhang et al. (2021) also take into account morpho-structural
zoning, which in turn takes into account nodes (fractured areas),
lineaments, and topographical features, such as the highest and lowest
elevations of the studied area. The steepness of topographic surfaces
and the sharpness of morphostructural parameter fluctuations,
among other parameters, may indicate high tectonic activity. This
paper underlines that the location of deep-seated geofluids’ natural
emissions is globally tied to different classes of tectonic activity
because these features bring information on processes that largely
occur in the lower crust. This in turn allows for identifying the surface
projection of normally hidden discontinuities that influence geometry
and patterns of seismic release. Thus, the geographic distribution of
geofluids could be utilized as an indirect indicator of different classes
of crustal permeability anomalies eventually generated by crustal
deformation processes (e.g., Tamburello et al., 2018; Tamburello
et al., 2022 and references therein). Moving on these grounds, this
work aims to identify possible interrelations between areas of active
seismicity, the location of thermal springs, and mantle-derived fluid
emissions, as revealed by their 3He/4He signature, and additional
geophysical parameters, such as heat flow, and S-wave distribution, in
order to identify general criteria to relate seismic events and deep-
seated geofluids.

2 Material and methods

We exploited the concept widely consolidated in the literature
that fluid dynamics and rock deformation processes are strongly
linked, to search for possible global correlations between seismicity,

and a number of geophysical and geochemical parameters
measurable at/from the surface. The justification for this
approach stems from the fact that several authors have already
highlighted a correlation between the occurrence of significant
earthquakes and anomalous fluids (Irwin and Barnes, 1980; Gold
and Soter, 1984; Manga et al., 2012; Chiodini et al., 2020). It is well-
established that earthquakes have the potential to favor the onset of
new, underground fluid flow regimes when they are capable of
causing significant shaking and permanent strains in large rock
volumes. Significant volumes of fluids can be permanently displaced
when rocks, even with reduced initial permeability, are pervasively
fractured by the upward propagation of seismogenic faults. Suitable
conditions for the expulsion of thermal waters can be achieved along
seismogenic faults (Curewitz and Karson, 1997; Vannoli et al., 2021;
Wu et al., 2023). Geofluids can be displaced over large distances and
for long times, possibly until the surface, through zones of enhanced
permeability in the Earth’s crust, under the effect of pressure
gradients (Gleeson and Ingebritsen, 2017). Heat generation,
crustal deformation, gravity effects due to the topographic relief,
diagenetic processes, and overpressuring due to circulating fluids are
effective mechanisms generating fundamental pressure forces at
mid-crustal depth, up to the Earth’s surface (Bredehoeft and
Norton, 1990). On these grounds, we tried to match the
information contained in a number of global, georeferenced
compilations now available in the literature, to highlight possible
relationships between different parameters and seismicity. In
particular, we considered the following datasets: i) carbon dioxide
emissions (Irwin and Barnes, 1980; Tamburello et al., 2018); ii) heat
flow (Lucazeau, 2019); iii) S-wave dispersion (Debayle et al., 2016;
Hasterok et al., 2022) and we updated datasets of thermal springs
(Waring, 1965; Tamburello et al., 2022) and isotope composition of
helium (Abedini et al., 2006). By taking advantage of recently
computerized catalogs of seismicity (Storchak et al., 2013), we
followed the same approach already utilized in the literature
about the investigation of the spatial relationships between the
distribution of earthquakes (Figure 1), and the location of
anomalous fluid emissions (e.g., Kuz’mina and Novopashina,
2018; Tamburello et at., 2018), to identify areas potentially
capable of hosting future strong earthquakes (M>6). A specific
advancement of this work was the critical re-evaluation of the
helium database by Abedini et al. (2006), and its extension via
the addition of present-day geofluids data published until 2022. The
largest volcanic calderas on Earth commonly extend over areas of
10–500 km2 (Mason et al., 2004). These areas are characterized by
gaseous emissions of predominant volcanic origin that are not of
interest to the present treatment. Therefore, in order to filter out
purely volcanic gases from our database, we decided to consider only
gas emissions located beyond a prudential radius of 30 km from the
main volcanic edifices worldwide.

2.1 World thermal springs dataset

In 1965, Waring compiled one of the most comprehensive
available data sets about the distribution of thermal springs
worldwide (Waring, 1965). More than 6,000 sites, with one or
more springs for each site, were identified in more than
100 countries. Tamburello et al. (2022) digitized and enlarged
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this data set with Supplementary Data S1 from recent literature,
including additional information on geographical coordinates,
temperatures, and flow rates. These data have been statistically
processed and visualized with machine-learning algorithms, in a
GIS environment (Graser, 2013). In order to integrate the dataset
with further thermal springs in areas where possible lack of recent
data was qualitatively observed such as Argentina (Pesce, 2005),
Chile (Lahsen et al., 2010), China (Wang, 2008), Iran (Yousefi et al.,
2010) Poland (Ciezkowski et al., 1992), Switzerland (Wexsteen,
et al., 1988) and Yemen (Chandrasekharam et al., 2015), their
geographic location having been georeferenced using the QGIS
software (http://www.qgis.org).

2.2 World helium dataset

Helium (hereafter He) is the lightest of the noble gases, and
because of its low atomic mass, is affected by strong fugacity values.
He exists on Earth as two isotopes, 3He and 4He, with the former
being primarily primordial and stored in the mantle and the latter
being continuously produced in the Earth’s interior by Uranium and
Thorium decay (Ozima and Podosek, 2004). The radiogenic 4He
produced in the crust dominates the He flux in stable continental
regions (mantle He 1%). The primordial 3He, on the other hand,
escapes into the atmosphere primarily from volcanoes and active
tectonic regions (from extensive to compressive), making the He
isotopic ratio (3He/4He) a powerful tool for recognizing mantle-
crust tectonics also in the absence of volcanic evidence (e.g., O’nions
and Oxburgh, 1983; Lupton, 1983). We consider the database
compiled by Abedini et al. (2006) as a background document. In

its original version (Version 1.0), this database was an MS Excel file
with more than 5,000 entries on noble gas concentrations and
isotopic ratios published until 2003. Data refer to geofluids and
rocks from different geological and geotectonic environments. In
this work, we only focus on present-day fluids discharged from
springs, wells, mofetes, and fumaroles, and we complemented the
dataset with additional 3He/4He analyses on geofluids published
until 2022. Criteria for the selection of new data include the
availability of full geographical coordinates, and/or sufficiently
accurate location maps in the original manuscripts, to extract
approximate information at least on the coordinates of the
sampling points.

3 Discussion

3.1 Thermal springs, geodynamic and
seismicity

Most of the areas hosting thermal springs overlap earthquake
distribution and/or are located frequently within a radius of 30 Km
from the main volcanic edifices. Further thermal springs are located
outside volcanic areas in faulted zones (Figure 1).

About 60% of hydrothermal fluids recorded in the world are in
the range 30°C–70°C, corresponding to the reservoir’s depths in the
range of 2–3 km, depending on local/regional geothermal gradients,
and on the specific geometry and recharge mechanisms of the
underground circulation paths. Below this range of depths, the
weight of the overlying rocks significantly decreases porosity and
permeability, hindering the onset of well-extended, and spatially

FIGURE 1
Heat flowmap (Lucazeau, 2019) with location of (1) thermal springs (yellow dots; after Waring, 1965; Wexsteen, et al., 1988; Ciezkowski et al., 1992;
Pesce, 2005; Wang, 2008; Lahsen et al., 2010; Yousefi et al., 2010; Chandrasekharam et al., 2015), (2) Holocenic and Pleistocenic volcanoes (green
triangles; Global Volcanism Program, 2013), (3) 4<M<9.2 earthquakes (black dots; Storchak et al., 2013; http://www.isc.ac.uk/iscgem/accessed on 20 July
2023).
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continuous hydrothermal circuits (Twiss and Moores, 1997). A
broad literature also confirmed that vertical permeability may
significantly change under the effect of tectonic activity (e.g.,
among many others, Wang et al., 2016; Brogi et al., 2021):
faulting induced by seismic events has been effective in
generating thermal springs emissions belonging to hydrothermal
systems due to rock fracturing and the availability of feeding
groundwaters. Wang and Manga (2015) and Sato et al. (2020)
reported detailed descriptions of the opening or re-opening
phases of ephemeral or permanent warm water springs related to
significant local seismic events. According to Tamburello et al.
(2022) thermal springs belonging to hydrothermal circuits are
chiefly located in extensional faulted areas characterized by the
occurrence of earthquakes above magnitude 4. Faults are
characterized, among other parameters, by a length and by a
width usually obtained by aftershock distribution (Wells and
Coppersmith, 1994). In turn, length and width are roughly
proportional to the magnitude of mainshocks capable of inducing
faulting effects (Leonard, 2010). Seismic events below magnitude
4 are generally considered not to have sufficient energy to generate
highly faulted areas, and/or faults of sufficient length and width to
sustain hydrothermal circulation (Wells and Coppersmith, 1994).
On the reverse, earthquakes in the magnitude range of 4–6 are
believed to generate fault lengths in the range of 1–30 km (Wells and
Coppersmith, 1994). Most earthquakes occur in the crust, in the
depth range of 10–40 km (e.g., Maggi et al., 2000), which implies that
earthquakes below magnitude 6 do not have the energy to generate
faults capable of deepening from the surface down to the bottom of
the Earth’s crust. Conversely, moderate and strong seismic events
(M>6.5) can maintain relatively high values of crustal permeability
during geological time allowing for the emission of mantle-derived
geofluids (Figure 1). Faulting induced by seismic events of the
considered catalog has been effective in generating thermal
springs emissions belonging to hydrothermal systems due to rock
fracturing and the availability of feeding groundwaters. In order to
better understand the effects of tectonic and possible geothermal
anomalies on thermal spring distribution the heat flow map
compiled by Lucazeau (2019) has been considered (Figure 1).
Thermal springs appear mostly related to seismic activity that
occurred in areas characterized by relatively recent (0.2 Ma)
orogenetic phases (Hasterok et al., 2022) while a further group of
thermal springs is located in areas not affected by volcanic activity or
by significant seismic activity. In these areas, possible effects of
palaeotectonic activity belonging to orogenetic phases of the first
Quaternary period (1–2 Ma) (Hasterok et al., 2022) probably
survived during geological time. This is the case in Brazil.

3.2 Helium, geodynamic, and seismicity

Noble gases and He isotope ratios in particular, can be used as
effective tools (e.g., Mamyrin and Tolstikhin, 1984; Porcelli et al.,
2002; Ozima and Podosek, 2004; Burnard, 2013; Sano et al., 2014;
Sano et al., 2015; Liu et al., 2023) to study the origin of deep (crustal
or mantle) degassing in active tectonic regions, and are deemed
capable of providing information on the presence of faults of
considerable extension and depth produced by recent and past
M>6 earthquakes. Figure 2 shows the R/Ra values for all the

helium isotope data available in Abedini et al. (2006) and
updated in this work, with respect to the earthquake distribution
deduced from the databases described by Storchak et al. (2013);
http://www.isc.ac.uk/iscgem/ accessed on 20 July 2023) and with
respect to volcanic edifice distribution (Hasterok et al., 2022 and
references therein).

We consider the highest 3He/4He value as representative of the
region of provenance when multiple analyses are available. Where
available, the 3He/4He values normalized to air and corrected for air
contamination (RC) are preferred to air-normalized values (RA), to
exclude helium isotope data possibly affected by the entrainment of
air-derived helium (e.g., Craig et al., 1978;
RA � (3He/4He)m/(3He/4He)air). Typical crustal values are about
0.02 RA, due to relatively high 4He continental abundances
generated via U − Th decay (e.g., Mamyrin and Tolstikhin, 1984;
Andrews, 1985). Mantle values are 6–8 RA for the old subcontinental
lithospheric mantle (SCLM) and mid-ocean ridge basalts (MORB),
respectively (e.g., Kurz et al., 1982; Dunai and Baur, 1995; Gautheron
and Moreira, 2002). Taking these end-members as reference, we
tentatively consider a threshold of RC > 1.22RA to clearly identify
geofluids with a high mantle component. The RC � 1.22RA value
corresponds to a mantle contribution of 15% (MORB) to 20%
(SLCM), depending on the geotectonic environment. An even
higher contribution of about 22.3% can be estimated in
subduction zones, where the mantle component is characterized
by an average value of 5.4 ± 1.9 RA (e.g., Hilton et al., 2002).
Interestingly, a different threshold than the relatively conservative
value of RC > 1.22RA selected here could be used to trace
unequivocally mantle contribution in surficial fluids. For
example, a threshold value of 1 RA would indicate the presence
of a magmatic or mantle helium contribution of up to 12.3%, based
on a MORB-type signature of the local mantle component, in the
case where atmospheric contamination and/or contribution may be
waived based on checking of 4He/20Ne values (e.g., Craig et al.,
1978). In the absence of information on 4He/20Ne, in our analysis
we adopted the conservative approach of considering only 3He/4He
significantly higher than the atmospheric ratio (> 1.22RA).

Most frequent values (about 43% of the considered database) are
below the threshold of 1.22 Ra. The highest values are found close to
volcanic areas, in rifted geological environments, and in
anomalously high heat flow areas, with maxima recorded in
Iceland (e.g., Hilton et al., 1990; Poreda et al., 1992), where a
mantle plume reaches the earth’s surface.

One of the primary objectives of seismology is to accurately
delineate and analyze the diverse physical characteristics of the
Earth, including but not limited to temperature, composition,
volatile content, and the existence of partial melt. Over the past
2 decades, there has been a significant enhancement in the
resolution of global S wave upper mantle tomographic models.
The primary factor contributing to this phenomenon is the
expansion of accessible data and the advancement of automated
methodologies capable of analyzing a substantial volume of surface
wave seismograms. In particular, Lebedev and van der Hilst (2008)
observed that low-Sv-velocity anomalies beneath mid-ocean ridges
extend down to ~100 km depth. Pronounced seismic lithosphere
beneath cratons extends down to ~200 km. Low-velocity zones are
weak or absent beneath most cratons. Debayle et al. (2016 and
references therein) discovered a notable azimuthal anisotropy inside
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the first 200 km of the Earth’s mantle. Importantly, their findings
indicate that this anisotropy does not exhibit a greater extent
beneath continents compared to oceans. In their study, Adenis
et al. (2017) presented also a comprehensive model of shear wave
attenuation in the upper mantle on a global scale. The findings of
their research demonstrate a notable association between surface
tectonics and shear wave attenuation, specifically up to a depth of
200 km. The model reveals that regions underlying continents
exhibit lower levels of attenuation, whilst regions underlying
oceans display higher levels of attenuation. Anomalies that
exhibit attenuation are observed beneath mid-ocean ridges at
depths reaching 150 km, as well as beneath the majority of
Pacific hot spots spanning from the lithosphere to the transition
zone. The existence of extensive attenuating anomalies observed at a
depth of 150 km in the Pacific Ocean indicates the presence of many
thermal plumes situated within the asthenosphere. Montagner et al.
(2007) provided pieces of evidence to support the existence of a
direct correlation between the inferred mantle depth origin based on
seismic tomography and the 3He/4He ratios observed in erupted
magmas on a continental scale. The utilization of surface wave
dispersion measurements and seismic tomography has provided
insights into the relationship between tectonic settings and
lithospheric seismic velocities. It has been observed that old
cratons exhibit the highest seismic velocities, whereas tectonically
active places tend to have relatively lower velocities. These findings
could be better constrained by 3He/4He data and by heat flux data.

Considering the dispersion of S-waves (Debayle et al., 2016;
Hasterok et al., 2022; see Figure 4), it was observed that most of
anomalous 3He areas are located above rock volumes affected by
significantly low Vs. values.

Low Vs. values at depths in the order of 70 km are routinely
interpreted as areas where partial melting processes are active (the
phenomenon that occurs when a rock is subjected to temperatures high
enough to cause certain minerals to melt, but not all of them).
Therefore, under such conditions, the presence of fluids cannot be
excluded, actually, it is very likely. S-wave dispersion may indicate,
among others, the occurrence of deep-seated geofluids (Shito et al.,
2006; Anderson, 2007; Unsworth and Rondenay, 2013). The obtained
map of Helium 3 values has been compared with earthquake
distribution deduced by databases described by Storchak et al.
(2013); http://www.isc.ac.uk/iscgem/ accessed on 20 July 2023). High
3He values recorded in high heat flow areas affected by deep geofluid
feedingmay be consideredwithin tectonically active areas considered by
the scientific literature currently available (e.g., Torgersen, 1993;
Ballentine and Burnard, 2002; Polyak et al., 2020).

4 Selected candidate areas prone to
significant next earthquakes

Figure 3 shows the correlation between heat flow and S-wave
negative velocity perturbations for those areas where non-volcanic
geofluids issue at the surface. In particular, this diagram only
includes geofluids with an approximate minimum mantle
contribution of 15%, as indicated by their 3He/4He > 1.22 Ra. The
top-left corner of Figure 4 shows regions characterized by relatively high
heat flow values (Lucazeau, 2019) that are significantly affected by
negative velocity perturbations (Debayle et al., 2016; Hasterok et al.,
2022). This feature is typically associated with regions of major
degassing, possibly linked to hidden magmatic bodies, or mantle

FIGURE 2
Heat flowmap (Lucazeau, 2019) with location of (1) geofluids analyzed for helium isotope composition (blue dots; Abedini et al., 2006; revised and
updated), (2) Holocenic and Pleistocenic volcanoes (green triangles; Global Volcanism Program, 2013), (3) 4<M<9.2 earthquakes (black dots; Storchak
et al., 2013; http://www.isc.ac.uk/iscgem/ accessed on 20 July 2023).
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FIGURE 3
Heat flow vs. δVs (%) correlation plot for non-volcanic geofluids with 3He/4He > 1.22 Ra (after Abedini et al., 2006, modified and updated). Within this
framework, we consider as “non-volcanic” those geofluids that emerge at the Earth surface at a minimum distance of 30 km frommain volcanic edifices
(see text). Green dots: geofluids collected in high heat flow areas (Lucazeau, 2019), characterized by negative δVs (%) perturbations (Debayle et al., 2016;
Hasterok et al., 2022). Purple diamonds: geofluids collected in low heat flow areas (i.e., heat flow below the average value of continental areas;
Lucazeau, 2019), scarcely or unaffected by negative δVs (%) perturbations (Debayle et al., 2016; Hasterok et al., 2022).

FIGURE 4
S-wave Dispersion map (Debayle et al., 2016; Hasterok et al., 2022) with location of non-volcanic fluid emissions (i.e., minimum distance of 30 km
frommain volcanic edifices, see text) characterized by R >1.22 Ra. Green dots: high heat flow areas (Lucazeau, 2019), significantly affected by negative δVs
(%) values (Debayle et al., 2016; Hasterok et al., 2022). Purple diamonds: low heat flow areas (Lucazeau, 2019) scarcely affected, or unaffected, by
significant δVs (%) values (Debayle et al., 2016; Hasterok et al., 2022). Black dots - 4<M<9.2 earthquakes (Storchak et al., 2013; http://www.isc.ac.uk/
iscgem/ accessed on 20 July 2023).
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plumes capable of conveyingmantle fluids up to the surface, as occurs in
Iceland (e.g., Samuel and Farnetani, 2003; Jackson et al., 2017). The low-
right portion of the graph contains representative points from areas
characterized by heat flow values below the average continental value
(Lucazeau, 2019), which are scarcely affected, or unaffected, by
significant S-wave negative velocity perturbations (Debayle et al.,
2016; Hasterok et al., 2022 – see also Supplementary Figure S1).
The latter areas, albeit apparently not always affected by frequent
recent earthquakes recorded in seismic catalogs, have probably been
affected by tectonic activities in the past capable of inducing faulting
processes which reach the mantle or the lower crust like seismic events
characterized by M ≥ 6.5.

In areas identified by purple diamonds (Figure 4) and characterized
by seismicity values that often do not coincide with the maximum
magnitude values recorded in the world, relatively low heat flow, lack of
close volcanic edifices, non-significant S-wave negative velocity
perturbations values, possible deep-rooted faults, did not close
during the geological time and were poorly affected by self-sealing
phenomena, thus revealing possible still active tectonic strains capable
of increasing crustal permeability, as observed by other authors in
selected areas where noble gas prospections were carried out for
different research purposes (e.g., Italiano et al., 2000; Italiano et al.,
2001; Caracausi and Sulli, 2019; Caracausi et al., 2022; Liu et al., 2023).

These findings allow us to not exclude, in principle, the possible
occurrence of any future strong seismic events in the identified
faulted areas due to the eventual long recurrence time of seismic
events. Further unexpected areas could be in similar conditions,
because the current, preliminary version of the graph, is capable of
identifying only the most relevant end-members.

Further to this, because the here considered databases could be
inherently incomplete, we cannot exclude that other regions around
the world in addition to those identified in this manuscript are in
similar conditions Supplementary Figure S2. An obvious outcome of
this work is the recommendation to test the method again as soon as
new and more extensive data are available.

5 Conclusion

Areas affected by significant tectonic activity have been identified by
the mapping of thermal springs. In principle, all the areas where
significant tectonic activity is superimposed upon areas that host
thermal springs should continue over time to host seismic events
until large-scale geodynamic events modify present-day global
tectonic activity. Anomalous geofluid locations emitting mantle-
derived significant components have been found also outside of
known seismically active areas, particularly in areas affected by
anomalous heat flow and by the possibly anomalous dispersion of S
wave values. After excluding the existence of magma-related local
geological disturbances, the identified mantle-derived geofluid
emissions could be affected, in principle, by moderate and strong
seismic events (M>6) which maintained relatively high crustal
permeability values during geological time, in spite of the lack of a
relatively high frequency of earthquakes in catalogs which consider only
the last 6 decades, the lack of volcanic vents, the lack of anomalous heat
flow and the lack of enhanced values of negative S wave perturbation.
The existence of geofluid emissions in the form of thermal springs shows
that there is a first quantum value in crustal permeability, and is

determined by the occurrence of seismic events characterized by
magnitude values of 4 ± 0.5 and 6 ± 0.5. There is also a second
quantum value in the crustal permeability evidenced by a significant
presence ofHelium3 in geofluids and is determined by the occurrence of
seismic events characterized between 6 ± 0.5 and 9.2. The identified sites
should be considered in pattern recognition studies that accompany
NDSHA. In the recent past, flaws in seismic hazard evaluations have
been reported by various Authors (Kossobokov and Nekrasova, 2012;
Wyss et al., 2012, etc.). The incompleteness of seismic catalogs could be
considered, among others, responsible for possible seismic hazard
underevaluation in various sites on Earth. The identified procedures,
in principle, could help to better identify areas in which deep faults
capable of reaching the uppermantle layers permanently remain affected
by increased values of crustal permeability, probably due to unrevealed
or undetected slight crustal strain phenomena. We have set up a
procedure to preliminarily identify potential earthquake-prone areas
in unexpected sites of the world. The adopted proceduresmay be further
improved by considering less conservative filters or by means of further
sampling and analysis of local geofluids. Detailed site-by-site studies will
better clarify the identified features of unexpected potentially tectonically
active areas. Geofluids have been confirmed to be powerful tools capable
of contributing to a better description of future seismic hazard evolutive
trends. Recent Seismic Hazard Assessment methods take into account
morpho-structural zoning, which in turn takes into account nodes
(fractured areas), lineaments, and topographical features such as the
highest and lowest elevations of the studied area. The present work
added geofluids to the previously known list of geological parameters
useful for Seismic Hazard Assessment.
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