
Micro-Scale Pore-Throat
Heterogeneity of Tight Oil Sandstone
Reservoirs and Its Influence on Fluid
Occurrence State
Qing Guo1,2*, Mancang Dong3, Hengbo Mao4 and Jiangtao Ju5

1Bailie School of Petroleum Engineering, Lanzhou City University, Lanzhou, China, 2State Key Laboratory of Continental
Dynamics, Northwest University, Xi’an, China, 3Fuxian Oil Production Plant, Yanchang Petroleum (Group). Ltd., Fuxian, China,
4No.12 Oil Production Plant, Changqing Oilfield Company, PetroChina, Qingyang, China, 5No.5 Oil Production Plant, Changqing
Oilfield Company, PetroChina, Xi’an, China

Quantitatively characterizing the micro-scale heterogeneity of pore throats in tight
sandstone reservoirs is the key to accurately describing the influence of pore
structures on fluid occurrence characteristics. In this study, taking the Chang
6 Member of the Yanchang Formation in the Huaqing area of the Ordos Basin as an
example, the pore-throat heterogeneity of tight sandstone reservoirs and its influence on
the fluid occurrence state have been systematically studied using cast thin section,
scanning electron microscope, X-ray diffraction, constant velocity mercury intrusion,
and nuclear magnetic resonance tests. The main types of pores developed in the
target layer were intergranular pores, followed by feldspar dissolution pores. The radius
distribution of the intergranular pores is between 5.0 and 210 μm, with an average value of
50.27 μm. In addition, the pore combination types with the best petrophysical properties
are the intergranular pore type, the intergranular-dissolution pore type, and the dissolution-
intergranular pore type; the average permeability and porosity are 0.62 mD, 0.40 mD,
0.44 mD, and 12.0, 12.3, 12.3%, respectively. The target sandstones contain four typical
T2 relaxation time types. The large-pore-fine-throat combination reservoir has the best
petrophysical properties. The larger the pore-throat uniformity value, the more uniform the
pore-throat radius, and the greater the reservoir permeability. Therefore, the uniformity of
throat development controls the seepage capacity of the tight reservoirs. Themovable fluid
saturation of different pore types has obvious differences. The movable fluid saturations at
the 0.1 and 0.5 μm pore diameters of the macro-pore-fine-throat and macro-pore-micro-
throat reservoirs both show an obvious inflection point, and themovable water saturation is
higher with a larger throat radius.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Tight oil reservoirs refer to oil layers such as sandstones
and carbonate rocks with an overburden matrix
permeability less than 0.2 mD or an air permeability less
than 2 mD (Zou et al., 2012; Anovitz et al., 2013; Anovitz
and Cole., 2015; Lai et al., 2018a; Cao et al., 2020). Tight
sandstone reservoirs have the characteristics of small pore-
throat size, strong heterogeneity, and complex pore structures
(Lai and Wang., 2015; Cai, 2020; Hong et al., 2020; Bukar
et al., 2021). The occurrence states and the final recoverability
of oil and gas in tight reservoirs are the most concerning issues
in the exploration and production of oil and gas (Gier et al.,
2008; Desbois et al., 2011; Chen et al., 2014; Ghanizadeh et al.,
2015; Lai et al., 2018b).

Reservoir heterogeneity is the inhomogeneous changes of
the internal properties of reservoirs caused by the influence of
depositional environment, diagenesis, and tectonic action
during the deposition and burial processes (Kwak et al.,
2017; Meng et al., 2017; Li et al., 2019; Hower and Groppo.,
2021; Huang et al., 2021). Obviously, the sorting coefficients of
pores and throats cannot accurately reflect the heterogeneity
of the microscopic pore structures of tight sandstone
reservoirs. In fact, in the reservoir storage of tight
sandstone reservoirs, there are certain differences in the
distribution of pore throats in different pore-throat
intervals (Ma, 2005; Jiang et al., 2017; Pang et al., 2019; Liu

et al., 2020; Kang, 2021). Therefore, quantitatively
characterizing the micro-scale heterogeneity of pore-throats
in tight sandstone reservoirs is the key to accurately describing
the influence of pore structures on fluid occurrence
characteristics (Lei et al., 2012; Sun et al., 2014; Li et al.,
2019; Luo et al., 2019; Ren et al., 2019; Liu J et al., 2022).
Pore-throat heterogeneity has a significant effect on tight
reservoir permeability. The configuration of pores and roars
determines the path of fluid flow and the resistance they need
to overcome, which ultimately affects fluid flowability or
reservoir permeability. Permeability is a core factor in
determining reservoir productivity (Sun et al., 2014; Luo
et al., 2019; Ren et al., 2019).

At present, the main problem in the efficient development
of the Chang 6 Member of Yanchang Formation in the
Ordos Basin is that the influence mechanism of
microscopic pore structures on oil productivity is not
clear. In this study, taking the Chang 6 Member of the
Yanchang Formation in the Huaqing area of the Ordos
Basin as an example, the pore-throat heterogeneity of tight
sandstone reservoirs and its influence on the fluid occurrence
state have been systematically studied using cast thin section,
scanning electron microscope, X-ray diffraction, constant
velocity mercury intrusion, and nuclear magnetic
resonance tests. This study can provide scientific guidance
for the scientific formulation of tight oil reservoir recovery
programs.

FIGURE 1 | Location of the study area (modified after Liu Y et al., 2022). (A) The study area is located in the Ordos Basin of the North China Plate; (B) The
distribution of sedimentary basins in the North China Plate; (C) The study area is located in the central part of the Ordos Basin.
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2 MATERIALS AND METHODS

2.1 Study Area
The study area is located in the Huaqing area of the Ordos Basin
(Figure 1). The area is adjacent to the Changguan Temple in the
north, the Resettlement Farm in the south, Yuancheng city in the
west and Majiabian city in the east, with an area of about
6,150 km2. Its tectonic location is located in the southern part
of the Yishan Slope. The target layer is the Chang 6Member of the
Upper Triassic Yanchang Formation, and it belongs to the delta
front facies deposits.

2.2 Constant-Rate Mercury Intrusion
Technology
Constant-rate mercury intrusion technology can provide detailed
information on pore structures by monitoring the pressure
fluctuations during mercury injection. Constant-rate mercury
intrusion can measure the number of throats during the
experiments; it has overcome the shortcomings of
conventional mercury intrusion. In this study, the mercury
was injected into the core at a low injection rate (0.00005 ml/
min). During the mercury injection process, the pressure drops
and rises periodically, and the experiment ends when the pressure
reaches 900 psi (6.2055 MPa).

An ASPE-730 constant-speed mercury intrusion device was
used to conduct the constant-speed mercury intrusion
experiments. The specific steps taken in the experiments are as
follows:

(1) First, drilling a standard core with a diameter of 2.5 cm from
a full-diameter core, then drying it at an experimental
temperature of 23°C.

(2) Then, measuring the porosity of the standard core after
drying via the gas measurement method.

(3) Using the gas measurement method to measure the
permeability of the standard core after drying.

(4) Selecting representative standard cores for constant-rate
mercury intrusion experiments.

(5) Evacuating the rock samples and immersing them in the
mercury solution.

(6) Adjusting the experimental temperature to 25°C, the
humidity to 65–75%, and the mercury injection rate to
0.000001 ml/s~1 ml/min. The contact angle was 140° and
the surface tension was 485 dyne/cm. Real-time monitoring
and automated data acquisition were output through
computer systems.

2.3 Nuclear Magnetic Resonance
Technology
The interior of the reservoir is saturated with three-phase fluids of
oil, gas, and water. The occurrence states of these fluids in the
reservoir can be divided into two categories: one is bound fluid
state; the other is free fluid state. When the fluid-contained rock
sample is in a static magnetic field, the hydrogen nuclei contained
in the fluid are easily polarized by the magnetic field. NMR

technology uses the inverse relationship between the hydrogen
nuclear relaxation rate and the pore size of the reservoir rock to
study the pore structures of rocks, and to determine the movable
fluid saturation and the occurrence states of fluids of the
reservoir. When the pore radius of the rock is too small, the
fluid in it cannot flow due to the large capillary force and the
specific surface binding effect. NMR experiments were used to
determine the occurrence characteristics of movable fluids and
the distribution of pore throats based on the T2 spectral relaxation
time and different spectral peak characteristics. The calculation
relationship between the movable fluid porosity (Φm, %), the
movable fluid saturation (Sm, %), and the water-measured
porosity (Φ, %) is: Φm=Sm×Φ/100.

A Magnet 2000 instrument was used to perform NMR T2

measurements at a constant temperature of 20°C. The specific
experimental steps are as follows:

(1) Selecting a representative standard core with a diameter of
2.5 cm.

(2) Drying the standard core.
(3) Measuring the porosity and air permeability of the samples.
(4) Saturating the samples with the simulated formation water

(total salinity is 25,000 mg/L).
(5) Calculating the porosity of cores using the difference between

the wet weight and the dry weight.
(6) Performing nuclear magnetic resonance T2 measurements on

the standard core saturated with simulated formation water.

3 RESULTS

3.1 Rock Type and Mineral Composition
According to the observation results of cast thin sections, the
sandstones of the Chang 6 oil layer group in this area have the
characteristics of “low quartz and high feldspar content.” The
main lithologies of the Chang 6 Member include feldspar
sandstone and lithic feldspar sandstone. The quartz content

FIGURE 2 |Classification of sandstone lithology of the Chang 6Member
in the study area.
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ranges from 28 to 30%, the feldspar content ranges from 34 to
40%, and the debris content ranges from 10 to 12% (Figure 2).
The debris components are mainly composed of metamorphic
rocks with a content of 5.5–7.5%, followed by the sedimentary
rocks, with a content of 2.5–3.2%, and the igneous rocks, with a
relatively small content of 1.2–2.5%. In addition, there are detrital
minerals such as mica and chlorite.

According to the results of the cast thin sections of the rock
samples, the maximum particle size distribution of the Chang
6 reservoir sandstone in the study area is 0.10–0.90 mm, and the
main particle size is 0.01–0.50 mm. The cements of the Chang
6 sandstone mainly include hydromica, chlorite, iron calcite, iron
dolomite, calcite, and siliceous components.

3.2 Reservoir Petrophysical Properties
The porosity of the Chang 6 reservoir in the study area is between
8 and 20.9%, the main interval is between 8 and 12%, and the
average porosity is 11.6%; the permeability is between 0.08 and
17.49 mD, the main interval is between 0.1 and 0.5 mD, and the
average permeability is 0.355 mD. Therefore, the Chang
6 Member belongs to the low-porosity-ultra-low-porosity, low-
permeability-ultra-low permeability reservoir.

It can be seen from Figure 3 that the correlation between the
porosity and permeability of the samples satisfies the quadratic
polynomial relationship, and the correlation coefficient is 0.808.

3.3 Pore Type
The main types of pores developed in the Chang 6 reservoir in the
study area are intergranular pores, intergranular dissolution
pores, feldspar dissolution pores, debris dissolution pores, and
intercrystalline pores, among which intergranular pores and
feldspar dissolution pores are the main ones.

Residual intergranular pores refer to the remaining part of the
initial intergranular pores during deposition and filled with
cements (Figures 4A,B). These pores are further subdivided
into compacted intergranular pores, interstitial intergranular
pores, and dissolution intergranular pores according to the
degree of filling, dissolution, and compaction. The shapes of
these pores are mostly polygonal, triangular, and irregular (Li and
Zhang., 2011; Li et al., 2017). The samples mainly developed
cement-type and dissolution-type intergranular pores. These
pores generally exist between framework minerals, and the

surface of the pores are often coated with chlorite, while
secondary quartz is occasionally to be seen; the other kind of
pores exists between the framework minerals and clay minerals,
which are the products of clay minerals under compression and
bending, and the pores are mostly triangular or meniscus. The
absolute content of the intergranular pores is between 0.2 and
12.0%, with an average value of 3.81% and a relative average
content of 71.06%. Statistics show that the radii of different types
of pores vary greatly, and the pore radii of the target layer are
mainly between 5.0 and 210 μm, with an average value of
50.27 μm. Intergranular pores are the main oil and gas storage
space in the target layer.

The dissolution pores developed in the target layer are mainly
feldspar dissolution pores, followed by the debris dissolution
pores and the cement dissolution pores. Feldspar dissolution
pores are the most important type of dissolution pores. It
undergoes selective grain boundary and intragranular
dissolution along the soluble part and cleavage of feldspar
grains, and presents various pore morphologies, such as
cleavage dissolution, mold dissolution, and irregular grain
boundary dissolution (Figures 4C,D). The dissolution pores
and intergranular pores of feldspar particles can be connected
together to form super-large pores, and the pore sizes vary widely
(15–200 µm). The absolute content of feldspar dissolution pores
is between 0.1 and 2.0%, with an average content of 0.65%.

Intercrystalline micro-pores are also an important type of
pore, which includes primary and secondary cement
intercrystalline micro-pores (Luo et al., 2018; Mirzaei-Paiaman
and Ghanbarian., 2021). It can be seen that the radius of such
pores is generally less than 5 μm under the scanning electron
microscope (Figures 4E,F). The primary intercrystalline micro-
pores in the samples are mainly cleavage intercrystalline
micro-pores of mica. The intercrystalline pores of
framework minerals are generally formed by the dissolution
of feldspar minerals. The intercrystalline micro-pores mainly
include authigenic chlorite, illite, and micro-pores between
secondary quartz. Statistics show that the absolute content of
the intergranular micro-pores is between 0.01 and 0.6%, with
an average value of 0.12%.

The final statistical results show that the pore combination
types with the best petrophysical properties are the intergranular
pore type, the intergranular-dissolution pore type, and the
dissolution-intergranular pore type; their average permeability
and porosity are 0.62 mD, 0.40 mD, 0.44 mD, and 12.0, 12.3,
12.3%, respectively. The micro-pore type has a small average pore
size, low surface porosity, and the lowest seepage capacity.

3.4 Occurrence Characteristics of Movable
Fluids
In this experiment, 13.895 ms was taken as the limit value of T2

relaxation time of movable and bound fluids. Movable fluid
saturation is the percentage of the amplitude of each point,
with T2 relaxation time greater than 13.895 ms on the T2

spectrum. Conversely, the bound fluid saturation is the
percentage of the amplitudes of the points where the T2

relaxation time is less than 13.895 ms on the T2 spectrum.

FIGURE 3 | Relationship between porosity and permeability of the
samples in the target layer.
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In order to achieve the comparative analysis of samples with
different pore-throat matching relationships and different
permeability levels, the screening of experimental samples has
comprehensively considered the results of casting thin sections,
scanning electron microscopy, and petrophysical property tests.
On the basis of fully considering the characteristics of
sedimentation and diagenesis, four groups of samples with
different permeability levels were selected, respectively.
Furthermore, in each group, one sample was selected for
comparison of the microscopic pore structures.

The target sandstones contain four typical T2 spectral
relaxation time types (Figure 5):

(1) Bimodal type (the left peak is lower than right peak). For the
first type, the H208 rock sample in Figure 5A is taken as an
example, and its T2 spectral distribution is bimodal type. The
areas on both sides of the 13.895 ms time limit are basically
equal, the movable fluid saturation is 45.55%, and the
irreducible water saturation is 54.45%. It shows that the

movable fluid saturation is slightly larger than the
irreducible water saturation.

(2) Asymmetric unimodal type. The T2 spectrum distribution of
the H470 rock sample showed an asymmetric single peak
type (Figure 5B). Its single peak is almost on the left side of
the time limit of 13.895 ms, the movable fluid saturation is
11.37%, and the irreducible water saturation is 88.63%. This
means that there are few movable fluids and a lot of bound
water inside the rock;

(3) Bimodal type (the left peak higher than right peak). The T2

spectrum distribution of the H518 rock sample is bimodal
(Figure 5C). The area on the left side of the time limit of
13.895 ms is much larger than the area on the right side. The
movable fluid saturation is 29.04%, and the irreducible water
saturation is 70.96%. This means that the movable fluid
saturation is less than the irreducible water saturation;

(4) Narrow single peak type. The T2 spectrum of the H141 rock
sample is a narrow single peak type (Figure 5D). The single-
peak body is to the left of the 13.895 ms time limit. The

FIGURE 4 | Development characteristics of different types of pores in the target layer. (A) Intergranular pores, Well H259, 2,191.00 m; (B) Intergranular pores, Well
H470, 2,140.8 m; (C) Feldspar dissolution pores, Well H408, 1,960.95 m; (D) Feldspar dissolution pores, Well H284, 2,181.95 m; I Illite and chlorite intercrystalline
pores, Well H156, 2,084.28 m; (F) Illite and chlorite intercrystalline pores, Well H72, 2,069.00 m.
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movable fluid saturation is 9.09%, and the irreducible water
saturation is 90.91%.

This study shows that the T2 spectral cutoff value of the low-
permeability movable fluid is low, that the movable fluid
saturation in the pores is low, and that the movable fluid
saturation value and the movable fluid porosity value fluctuate
greatly.

4 DISCUSSION

4.1 Correlation Between Pore Structure
Parameters and Petrophysical Property
Parameters
The pore-throat characteristic parameters of the capillary
pressure curves of 28 samples were statistically analyzed, and
the correlations between each pore-throat characteristic
parameter and reservoir porosity and permeability were
analyzed. The results show that the permeability has a good
correlation with the displacement pressure and the maximum
pore-throat radius, and the correlation coefficients are both 0.56
(Figures 6A,B). Moreover, the correlation between the porosity
and the maximum mercury inflow saturation is also good, and it
has a correlation coefficient of 0.51 (Figure 6C). However, the
petrophysical parameters have poor or no correlation with other
pore-throat characteristic parameters.

4.2 Influence of Pore-Throat Heterogeneity
on Reservoir Physical Parameters and
Permeability Contribution
Reservoir heterogeneity is the inhomogeneous change of internal
properties caused by the influence of depositional environment,
diagenesis, and tectonic action (Sebacher et al., 2017; Wang A.
et al., 2018; Malatesta et al., 2018; Lan et al., 2021; Yang et al.,
2021). Under the guidance of information entropy theory, this
study takes different types of pore-throat assemblages and
classifications as the starting point to construct a quantitative
characterization model of pore-throat micro-scale heterogeneity
in tight oil reservoirs.

(1) First, under the guidance of the information entropy theory,
the information entropy of different pore and throat
distributions is calculated using the MATLAB
programming language:

H � −∑
m

i�1
zi ln zi (1)

where zi is the percentage of the ith pore radius and throat
radius, which is obtained from the frequency spectrum of the pore
radius and throat radius distribution. When the travel frequency
of different pores and throat sizes is the same, i.e. when
z1=I...=zn=1/N, the entropy value reaches the maximum value
of lnN, indicating that the size distribution of pores and throats
has reached a uniform state.

FIGURE5 |Distribution characteristics of different types of T2 relaxation times. (A)Well H208, 1931.05 m; (B)Well H470, 2148.79 m; (C)Well H518, 2005.3 m; (D)
Well H141, 2165.48 m.
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In the same way, the information entropy can be used to
analyze the relative uniformity of the size distribution of pore
radii and throat radii within the interval of different pore radii
and throat radii.

(2) In practical applications, there are differences in the size
distribution characteristics of pores and throats of
different types of pore-throat combination reservoirs
(Meng et al., 2017; Huang et al., 2021). Therefore, the
uniformity M (the ratio of the actual entropy value to the
maximum entropy value) of the size distribution of pore
radius and throat radius is introduced to characterize the
uniformity of the size distribution of pores and throats in
different types of pore-throat combination reservoirs,
namely:

M �
−∑

n

i�1
(zi ln zi)
lnN

(2)

The greater the uniformity, the more uniform the distribution
of the parameter.

(3) In order to use the information entropy to determine the
weight of pores and throats, and to solve the joint uniformity
of pores and throats, the degree of dispersion of pores and
throats is calculated first (Sebacher et al., 2017; Malatesta
et al., 2018). Generally, the degree of dispersion of the jth
index (pores, throats) depends on Mj:

hj � 1 −Mj (3)
The more dispersed the value of the jth index (pores,

throats), the higher the importance of the jth index
(pores, throats). Among all n indexes (pores, throats), the
weight of the jth index (pores, throats) can be determined
using Eq. 4.

wj � hj

∑
n

i�1
hj

(4)

where j=1,2.

I � W1M1 +W2M2 (5)

(4) Combining the uniformity information entropy of pores and
throats, the generated joint uniformity information
entropy I is:

Based on steps (3) and (4), combined with steps (1) and (2),
the uniformity of pore radius and throat radius of six rock
samples from the Chang 6 reservoir in the study area is
obtained. The results are shown in Table 1.

It can be seen from Table 1 that, for the reservoirs with macro-
pore-micro-throat combination (rock samples H269, H470, and
H141), the information entropy of the combined pore-throat
uniformity ranges from 0.1240 to 0.0.5078, with an average value
of 0.2593. For reservoirs withmacro-pore-micro-throat combination
(rock samples H518 and H259), the information entropy of the
combined pore-throat uniformity ranges from 0.7301 to 0.0.7708,
with an average value of 0.0.7504. The information entropy of the
pore-throat uniformity of the H208 rock sample is 0.7693. The above
results show that the pore-throat distribution of the reservoir with the
macro-pore-fine-throat combination is the best, followed by the
macro-pore-micro-throat combination, and the reservoir with the
macro-pore-micro-throat combination has the worst pore-throat
uniformity. This shows that the microscopic heterogeneity of the
Chang 6 reservoir in the study area is mainly controlled by the
uniformity of throat distribution.

The study found that the smaller the permeability of the
sample, the more concentrated the distribution of the
contribution of the throat to the rock permeability, and the
larger the contribution peaks. With the gradual increase of
rock permeability, the distribution interval of throats becomes

FIGURE 6 | Relationship between petrophysical property parameters
and pore structure parameters. (A) Relationship between displacement
pressure and permeability; (B) Relationship between maximum pore-throat
radius and permeability; (C) Relationship between maximum mercury
saturation and porosity.
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wider, the number of large throats increases, and the contribution
of small throats to permeability decreases significantly. Then, the
contribution of the large throats to the rock permeability
increases, and the throat radius corresponds to the
contribution peaks moves to the side of large throats. For
example, the throat radii corresponding to the contribution
peaks of the two samples of H208 and H518 are 1.1 and
0.6 μm, respectively. At this time, the number of large throats
that mainly contribute to the rock permeability increases, and the
peak value of the contribution decreases significantly. The
fundamental reason for the poor petrophysical properties
(especially permeability) of the low-permeability tight
sandstones lies in the large proportion of small throats.

Statistics show that the H208 sample with a large-pore-fine-
throat reservoir (permeability >0.3 mD, low permeability) has a
peak throat radius of 1.1 μm, and the cumulative contribution to
the rock permeability is 60.19%. For the H259 sample with
macro-pore-micro-throat (permeability of 0.3 mD<K<0.1 mD,
ultra-low permeability), the cumulative contribution of the
permeability corresponding to the peak throat radius of 0.4 μm
is 87.6%. In addition, the cumulative contribution of the
permeability corresponding to the peak throat radius of 0.2 μm
for the H141 sample with macro-pore-micro-throat

(permeability K<0.1 mD) is 96.39%, and the main peak is in
the micro-throat grade range.

It can be seen from Figure 7 that the relationship between the
permeability and uniformity of pore-throats is better than that of
porosity. This is because permeability is the most direct factor
determining the pore structures of tight reservoirs, while porosity
is an indirect factor.

The pore uniformity is negatively correlated with the porosity,
and the correlation coefficient R2 is 0.525. This shows that the
larger the value of the pore uniformity, the more uniform the
development degree of pores, but the reservoir porosity will
decrease; the throat uniformity is positively correlated with
porosity, and the correlation coefficient R2 is 0.653, indicating
that the larger the throat uniformity value, the more uniform the
development degree of throats, and the greater the reservoir
porosity; in addition, the pore-throat uniformity is positively
correlated with porosity, and the correlation coefficient R2 is
0.709, indicating that the larger the pore-throat uniformity value,
the more uniform the pore-throat boundary, and the greater the
reservoir porosity (Rezaee et al., 2012; Mahmud et al., 2020;
Mohammed et al., 2021).

The comparative results show that the uniformity of the throat
development controls the effectiveness of the reservoir space

TABLE 1 | Pore-throat uniformity of reservoirs with different types of pore-throat combinations.

Number Depth (m) Porosity (%) Permeability (mD) Pore Uniformity Throat Uniformity Pore-throat
Uniformity

H259 2,187.30 12.51 0.288 0.7249 0.8629 0.7708
H269 1,943.90 8.44 0.021 0.8224 0 0.1241
H470 2,148.79 9.77 0.031 0.7639 0 0.1460
H518 2,005.56 11.28 0.454 0.7269 0.7332 0.7301
H141 2,165.48 8.98 0.106 0.7304 0.4067 0.5078
H208 1,931.05 11.00 0.310 0.7324 0.8260 0.7693
H169 2,109.75 10.92 0.345 0.7295 0.7631 0.7409
H489 2,017.93 9.11 0.238 0.7345 0.6235 0.6792
H307 2,201.20 8.63 0.207 0.7296 0.5960 0.6537

FIGURE 7 | Relationship between reservoir physical parameters and uniformity of pores and throats. (A) Relationship between porosity and uniformity; (B)
Relationship between permeability and uniformity.
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(Shanley and Cluff., 2015; Xi et al., 2016; Qiao et al., 2020; Qie
et al., 2021). The pore uniformity is negatively correlated with
permeability, and the correlation coefficient R2 is 0.749,
indicating that the larger the pore uniformity value, the more
uniform the pores, but the reservoir permeability will decrease;
the throat uniformity is positively correlated with porosity, and
the correlation coefficient R2 is 0.939, indicating that the larger
the throat uniformity value, the more uniform the throats, and
the greater the reservoir permeability; the pore-throat uniformity
is positively correlated with rock permeability, and the correlation
coefficient R2 is 0.978, indicating that the larger the pore-throat
uniformity value, the more uniform the pore-throat radius, and
the greater the reservoir permeability. Therefore, the uniformity
of throat development controls the seepage capacity of the
reservoir (Zhao et al., 2015; Saein and Riahi., 2017; Yin et al.,
2018; Santosh and Feng., 2020; Zhang et al., 2020).

It can be seen fromFigure 8 that the throat radius between 2.5 and
4.0 μm is only developed in the macro-pore-micro-throat
combination type reservoir (H518 rock sample), but the
contribution to permeability is relatively small (only 16.61%). This
shows that the throats of 2.5–4.0 μm are less developed in this type of
reservoir, thus it has little effect on the seepage capacity of the
reservoir. When the throat radius is between 1.0 and 2.5 μm, the
reservoirs of the large-pore-fine-throat (H208 rock sample) and the
large-pore-micro-throat combination (H259, H518 rock samples) are
uniformly developed. However, the reservoirs with macro-pore-
micro-throat combination do not develop such kind of throats.
The distribution of the uniformity (0.9917) and the permeability
contribution (73.26%) of the throats of the large-pore-fine throat
(rock sample H208) in this interval are better than those of the large-
pore-micro-throat combination (rock samplesH259 andH518). This
shows that the throats of the 1.0–2.5 μm interval control the seepage
capacity of the large-pore-fine-throat combination reservoirs.
However, its effect on the seepage capacity of the reservoir with
large pores and fine throats (the average permeability contribution is
34.02%) is relatively small.When the throat radius is between 0.5 and
1.0 μm, the reservoirs of the large-pore-fine-throat (H208 rock
sample) and the large-pore-micro-throat combination (H259,

H518 rock samples) are uniformly developed. However, reservoirs
with macro-pore-micro-throat combination do not develop such
kind of throats. The average value of throat uniformity (0.9718) and
the average value of permeability contribution (41.455%) in the large-
pore-micro-throat combination (rock samples H259 and H518) in
this interval are better than those of the macro-pore-fine-throat
(H208 rock sample). This shows that the throat radius of
0.5–1.0 μm can control the seepage capacity of the reservoir with
the macro-pore-micro-throat combination better than the reservoir
of the macro-pore-fine-throat combination (the uniformity of throat
is 0.5931, and the permeability contribution is 26.73%). When the
throat radius is between 0.1 and 0.5 μm, all kinds of reservoirs develop
such throats. Among them, the throat uniformity (0.9308) of the large
pores and fine throats (H208 rock sample) in this interval is better
than that of other reservoirs. However, in terms of contribution to the
seepage capacity of the reservoir, this type of throat is the most
developed in the macro-pore-micro-throat reservoir, and the
permeability contribution value (100%) is the largest. The second
is the reservoir with macro-pore-micro-throat combination (the
average permeability contribution is 11.13%). However, in the
reservoir with large-pore-fine-throat combination, this type of
throat contributes the least to the seepage capacity of the reservoir
(the contribution value of permeability is 0.001%).

4.3 Influence of Pore-Throat Heterogeneity
on Fluid Occurrence
Statistical results show that, when the throat radius is greater than
0.1 μm, the corresponding movable fluid percentages in the macro-
pore-fine-throat, macro-pore-micro-/fine-throat, and macro-pore-
micro-throat reservoirs are 45.55%, 24.45%, and 7.54%,
respectively. When the throat radius is in the range of 0.1–0.5 μm,
the corresponding movable fluid saturations of the macro-pore-fine-
throat, macro-pore-micro-/fine-throat, and macro-pore-micro-
throat reservoirs are 34.19, 24.11%, and 7.02%, respectively. When
the throat radius is in the range of 0.5–1.0 μm, the corresponding
movable fluid saturations of the macro-pore-fine-throat, macro-
pore-micro-/fine-throat, and macro-pore-micro-throat reservoirs
are 8.24, 0.34, and 0.43%, respectively. When the throat radius is

FIGURE 8 | Relationship between uniformity at different scales and
permeability contribution of throats.

FIGURE 9 | Distribution frequencies of the pore-throat radius of the
samples.
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greater than 1.0 μm, the corresponding movable fluid saturations of
the macro-pore-fine-throat, macro-pore-micro-/fine-throat, and
macro-pore-micro-throat reservoirs are 3.12%, 0, and 0.09%,
respectively.

The movable fluids of different pore types have obvious
differences (Wang L. et al., 2018; Shi et al., 2019; Yin and Wu,
2020; Zhou et al., 2021). Among them, the macro-pore-fine-
throat reservoirs have the highest movable fluid saturation,
followed by the macro-pore-micro-/fine-throat reservoirs,
while the macro-pore-micro-throat reservoirs have the lowest
movable fluid saturation. The macro-pore-fine-throat and
macro-pore-micro/-fine-throat types show obvious inflection
points at 0.1 and 0.5 μm, and the larger the throat radius, the
higher the movable water saturation (Figure 9).

It can also be seen from Figure 8 that the crude oil in the pore
throat corresponding to the pore-throat radius >1.0 μm is
preferentially produced and the remaining oil is less. However,
most of the crude oil in the pore throats within the pore-throat
radius of 0.1–1.0 μm is recovered. The distribution of the residual
fluid is closely related to its existing pore structures (Zhang et al.,
2019; Yoshida and Santosh., 2020;Wang et al., 2021; Xue et al., 2021).
The distribution of the T2 spectrum is different, and the remaining
fluid volume and the states are different. Large-pore-fine-throat
reservoirs have developed intergranular and dissolution pores,
with large effective pore space and high residual movable fluid
content. However, the remaining movable fluid is the least in the
macro-pore-micro-throat type reservoirs.

4.4 Relationship Between Pore-Throat
Heterogeneity at Different Scales and
Movable Fluid Saturation
It can be seen from Figure 10 that with the increase of core
permeability, the movable oil saturation increases. The change
trend of the movable oil controlled by different pore-throat radius
is different. When the pore-throat radius is between 0.1 and 0.5 μm
and with the peak point of permeability (0.03 and 0.3 mD) as the
boundary, there is a good correspondence between the permeability

and the change of movable oil saturation. Especially when the
permeability is less than 0.10mD and greater than 0.3 mD, the
movable oil first increases and then decreases with the
permeability and pore development degree. When the pore-throat
radius is between 0.5 and 1.0 μm, the movable oil saturation first
increases and then decreases with the permeability and pore
development degree. When the permeability is greater than
0.3mD and the intergranular and dissolution pores are relatively
developed, the movable oil saturation tends to be opposite, with the
development degree of pores due to the small throat radius.When the
pore-throat radius is greater than 1.0 μm, the combination types of
intergranular and dissolution pores develop, and the permeability
boundary is 0.3 mD, but the movable oil changes little with the
permeability and the degree of pore development. The above analysis
shows that the change trend of movable oil is the largest in the range
of pore-throat radius of 0.1–0.5 μm; however, when the permeability
is larger and the intergranular pores are developed, the movable oil
saturation shows a decreasing trend and fluctuates greatly (Zhang
et al., 2006; Zhao et al., 2017; Zhong, 2017).

The relationship between pore-throat uniformity and movable
fluid saturation at different scales is shown in Figure 11. It can be
seen from Figure 11 that there is a good exponential relationship
between the pore-throat heterogeneity of different scales and the
movable fluid saturation in the macro-pore-fine-throat, macro-
pore-micro-/fine-throat, and macro-pore-micro-throat
reservoirs. In the pore-throat range of 0.1–0.5 μm, 0.5–1.0 μm,
and greater than 1.0 μm, the greater the uniformity of the pore
throat, the greater the saturation of the movable fluids.
Intergranular and dissolution pores are mainly developed in
the pore-throat interval larger than 1.0 μm, and the
relationship between pore-throat uniformity and movable fluid
saturation is the best, followed by the 0.1–0.5 μm pore-throat
interval. This is mainly because only a small amount of
intergranular and dissolution pores are retained in this pore-
throat interval, and intercrystalline and micro-pores are mainly
developed (Zou et al., 2012; Zhu et al., 2013). In the pore-throat
range of 0.5–1.0 μm, the relationship between the pore-throat
uniformity and the movable fluid saturation is the worst. This is
mainly due to the development of intergranular and
dissolution pores, as well as intercrystalline pores and micro-
pores.

FIGURE 10 | Relationship between pore-throat heterogeneity at
different scales and movable fluid saturation.

FIGURE 11 | Relationship between throat heterogeneity at different
scales and movable fluid saturation.
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5 CONCLUSION

(1) The main types of pores developed in the target layer are
intergranular pores, followed by feldspar dissolution pores.
The radius distribution of the intergranular pores is between
5.0 and 210 μm, with an average value of 50.27 μm. In
addition, the pore combination types with the best
petrophysical properties are the intergranular pore type,
the intergranular-dissolution pore type, and the
dissolution-intergranular pore type; their average
permeability is 0.62 mD, 0.40 mD, 0.44 mD, and their
average porosity is 12.0, 12.3, 12.3%, respectively.

(2) The target sandstones contain four typical T2 relaxation time
types. The large-pore-fine-throat combination reservoir has
the best petrophysical properties. The larger the pore-throat
uniformity value, the more uniform the pore-throat radius,
and the greater the reservoir permeability. Therefore, the
uniformity of throat development controls the seepage
capacity of the tight reservoirs.

(3) The movable fluid saturation of different pore types has
obvious differences. The movable fluid saturations at the
0.1 and 0.5 μm pore diameters of the macro-pore-fine-throat
and macro-pore-micro-throat reservoirs both show an
obvious inflection point, and the movable water saturation
is higher with a larger throat radius.
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