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This article presents an analysis of a dataset related to slope stability circular failure cases
using the GeneXproTools program. Two models were developed: The first model was
utilized to find a classification model that shows the stability status (S), and the second
model was utilized to estimate the factor of safety and predict the mathematical model to
serve as an indicator of slope stability. The proposed models include cohesion, unit weight,
slope angle, coefficient of pore water pressure, internal friction angle, slope height, internal
friction angle, and safety factor. The results showed that the values of accuracy and error
were 93.1 and 6.9%, respectively, for classification model 1. The relationship between the
actual values of the factor of safety and the output of model 2 was an R2 value of 0.96. The
models developed were subjected to sensitivity analysis to determine the input variables’
impact on output for the two models. The selected slope locations with different material
characterizations were introduced into geox5 software, and the results were compared to
those of the two developed models. Furthermore, when the proposed models were
compared to the available models in the literature, the results showed that the proposed
models in this study performed better than the available models.

Keywords: slope stability, genetic algorithm, machine learning, soil properties, hazards slope

INTRODUCTION

Slope stability assessment is utilized to evaluate earth stability, including soil or rock slope.
Analyses are commonly targeted to understand the influences that possibly activate the slope
movement or the reasons for a recent slope failure. Slope failure happens when the downward
material movements of shear stresses and gravity become greater than the soil shear strength.
Thus, slope failure occurs when there is a decrease in soil shear strength or an increase in applied
shear stresses. Cracks, swelling, pore pressure, decomposition fills of creep loads, clayey rock,
strain softening, leaching, weathering, and cyclic loading can all cause a decrease in slope shear
strength. In addition, shear stress might increase because of extra loads at the top of the soil slope
and an increase in soil weight because of an increase in the water content, an increase in water
pressure in cracks at the top of the slope, and seismic effects at the bottom of the slope. Moreover,
these causes are related to slope failure, such as stress state, slope geometry, erosion, and
temperature. The water impact on the slope can be measured in two locations: One is the
aquifer under the groundwater or the surface that produces pore water pressure, and the second is
the infiltration of rainwater that leaks through flows and the surface. It is associated with the
nearby levels of rainfall, near water masses, and the geo-hydrological and topographic soil features.
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FIGURE 1 | Flowchart of the genetic algorithm.

It is noticed that groundwater is almost present everywhere
under the Earth’s surface. Groundwater fills the whole space
between the grains in the soil, and it can leak into the gap
existing in the rock mass, changing the air in the whole space,
which leads to an increase in soil weight.

The process of avoiding the initiation movement, decelerating
it through countermeasures, or it down, starting with Terzaghi’s
1950 work, landslide mechanism. Natekin and Knoll (2013)
investigated the slope stability in terms of analytical,
theoretical, numerical, statistical, and experimental methods
that have been used throughout the world. Xu and Low (2006)
used the finite element method and the limit equilibrium method.
Even with these methods, certain slope failure mechanisms were
too complicated for them to be effective, including internal
deformation and brittle cracking, as well as creeping and
liquefaction of weaker soil layers (Zhou et al., 2019). However,
assessment of slope stability depends on historical performances
and geotechnical characteristics of the collected slope cases by
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using an artificial neural network (Lu and Rosenbaum, 2003).
Wang et al. (2005) also used the ANN to forecast the slope
stability and precisely estimate the factor of safety for the
Yodonghe landslide. The support vector machine was used to
discover the non-linear relationship between its influence factors
and slope stability (Zhao et al., 2012; Zhao and Li, 2021). Lollino
etal. (2016) investigated two slopes in Italy: on the first slope with
stiff clay, the dissipation of negative surplus pore water pressures
created by earlier mine excavation at the slope toe caused a first-
time collapse, and on the second slope, the stress—strain
development of the old landslide reactivates mostly in rainy
seasons. The benefits of using artificial intelligence and genetic
algorithms in geotechnical applications have been studied in
different studies (Al Bodour et al., 2022; Hanandeh et al,
2020a; Hanandeh et al., 2020Db).

Additionally, for circular failure, the factors used were
cohesion, unit weight, slope height, slope angle, ratio of pore
water pressure, and internal friction angle. These six factors were
consistent with those normally accepted for circular failure
evaluation in a previous research (Sah et al., 1994). If the
slope height increased, the slope stability decreased sharply,
and when the angle developed like that between the normal
force and the limit equilibrium state, the resultant force extended
and failure happened because of shearing. Zhao (2008) worked on
spherical mode failure using the incline boosting machine
method and accuracy rate classification, and the coefficient of
Cohen’s Kappa was used for determining the proposed model
performance. The slope stability state is expressed as some
classification difficulties to estimate the output either failed or
stable. Ahour et al. (2020) used a numerical model that is
dependent on artificial neural networks (ANN) to calculate the
rock slope stability by using the comprehensive Hoek-Brown
failure principle. In this research, the FOS was calculated using
the finite element approach using the SSR method. Sakellariou
and Ferentinou (2005) studied slope stability estimation using
neural networks. This model offers forecasting abilities; therefore,

Slope geometry:

Slope height (H), Slope angle ([3)
Gravity:

Unit weight of soil (UW)

Shear strength of the
geometrical:

Cohesion (C), Friction angle (¢)

Water condition:

Slope surface

Failure surface

\
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FIGURE 2 | Effective factors affecting the stability of slopes undergoing circular collapse.
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TABLE 1| The descriptive statistical analysis of the classifcation data for model 1.

Parameter Min Max Mean
H 3.66 565 97

g 10 59 34

y 12 31 22
C 0 300 30
D 0 50 29
ru 0 1 0

it has been used for soil and rock parameter prediction and
identification. In addition, substantial progress has been made in
the study of slope stability difficulties. The prepared equation may
be used to forecast the supplement for a given set of input
variables without having to do any further work. This is
regarded as among the most significant benefits of the
standard soft computing methods used in today’s world. In
the literature on slope stability, successful implementations of
these soft computing approaches may be identified (Wang et al.,
2005; Choobbasti et al., 2009; Li et al., 2009; Chakraborty and
Goswami, 2017; Kumar and Basudhar, 2018; Qian et al., 2019;
Ahour et al., 2020; Li et al., 2020; Ray et al., 2020; Zheng et al,,
2020; Che Mamat et al., 2021; Palazzolo et al., 2021); (Das et al.,
2011; Erzin and Cetin, 2012; Erzin and Cetin, 2014; Abdalla et al.,
2015; Ai and Zsaki, 2017; Chakraborty and Goswami, 2018;
Rukhaiyar et al., 2018; Moayedi et al.,, 2019; Bui et al., 2020;
Chen et al., 2020; He et al., 2020; Liao and Liao, 2020; Che Mamat
et al., 2020; Markovic Brankovic et al., 2021; Meng et al., 2021).

This study used GeneXproTools to propose two models: The
first model was classified by including different input factors such
as the cohesion (c), slope angle (), unit weight, internal friction
angle, slope height, and pore water pressure coefficient, and the
output was the occurrence of slope failure. The second model was
a regression-based function approximation model that included
various input parameters such as cohesion (c), unit weight,
internal friction angle, angle of slope, coefficient of pore water
pressure, slope height, and factor of safety. The output was the
existence of slope failure in order to predict the failure state and
function approximation to obtain a formula and a factor of
safety of 2.

METHODOLOGY

The study utilized GeneXproTools, which is an enormously
flexible modeling tool considered for logistic regression, linear
regression, time series estimation, classification, and logic
mixture. For the objective of developing an analytical or
classified model for the prediction of FS on slopes with the
potential for failure, a GA was used in this research. The
primary goal was to establish whether variables should
indeed be quantitatively converted using equations such as
power, exponential, and logarithm. The quality of the
regression models was improved by first converting the
variables and then computing the coefficients of the
regression model. In addition, it may be used to

Circular Failure of Soil Slopes Using GEP

TABLE 2 | The descriptive statistical analysis for model 2.

Parameter Mean Max Min
y 19.49 28 12
C 23.46 150 0
o} 25.01 45 0
B 32.03 53 16
H 46.76 214 3.66
ru 0.09 05 0
FS 1.28 2 0.78

TABLE 3 | Confusion matrix for data.

Confusion matrix

Yes (predicted) No (predicted)

Yes (actual)
No (actual)

110 (TP)
10 (FP)

5 (FN)
95 (TN)

demonstrate non-linear interactions between dependent
factors and independent variables. The planned GA
comprised four major phases as follows: First, a collection
of alternative functions was determined; next, each
independent variable was assigned a transforming function;
then, a combination of multiple solutions was used to identify
the best one; and last, the predictive estimated values were
calculated. A regression model was created to test our
hypothesis. Before any more steps were taken, a group of
mathematical functions was created that seem to capture
the essence of the issue and have no chance of being
incorrect mathematically. Each independent variable was
randomly modified using one of these mathematical
functions. This function has a general form independent
variable and is called the conversion function. Decision was
made as to what kind of modification should be applied to the
variable. As a result, each of these forms was determined by a
digit, and each variable was allocated to it via the use of a
random technique. It was necessary to utilize this approach to
generate arbitrary parameters for each of the independent
variables in the system. This means that the encoded values
of the numeric variables make up each possible solution. It is
known as the power of the number of all feasible solutions for
the problem with various transformation forms and 1 variable.
It demonstrates that this GA was capable of creating and
testing a huge number of different regression models.
Following the formation of the solutions, the prediction
parameters of the model for each solution were defined in
order to generate a fitness value, and the regression model (a
mathematical criterion such as the root-mean-square error,
standard deviation, and mean square error) for every solution
was calculated. Using mutation and crossover operators, the
GA progressed toward the optimal solution as quickly as
possible. By evaluating the best fitness function, this GA
created a vast number of alternative solutions and then
picks the best one from among them. Many scientific issues
need the development of models to clarify the statistical
connection between distinct variables, but finding the most
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FIGURE 3 | Tree Expression to classified slope stability.

H do
B di
y d2
C d3
O d4
ru d5

C94.84
C2 171
C9-18.3
C8 -8.93
C3 9.54
C2-1.60

TABLE 4 | Estimating function historical data.

No. y C [ H ru F.OS GAmodel GA model
one two
1 19 26 15 3 823 0 1.09 1 1.03
2 17 1149 0 30 366 O 1 0 0.99
3 19 24 16 28 12 0 2 1 1.59
3 16 14 2 20 18 0 2 1 1.68
4 25 7 28 33 7 0 178 1 1.28
5 21 33 10 20 40 O 199 0 1.42
6 23 16 31 27 14 0 125 1 1.86
7 24 2 22 21 8 0 1.13 1 1.70
8 22 0 25 24 70 0 102 0 1.58
9 20 13 29 32 32 0 1.3 1 1.03
10 19 26 15 35 823 0 1.2 0 0.99

appropriate regressing model is not always straightforward. A
diagram illustrating how a genetic algorithm framework is
organized is shown in Figure 1. Cramer NL was the first to
create genetic programming.

DATA PROCESS

The database for model 1 contains 253 cases that were collected
from real data for slope stability cases by (Sah et al., 1994), (Wang

etal., 2005), (Chen and Chameau, 1983), and (Zhou et al., 2019) is
shown in Table 1. The data for model 2, which includes of 220
historical cases of slope conditions and collected by Sah et al.
(1994), Sakellariou and Ferentinou (2005), Samui (2008), Zhou
and Chen (2009), and Li and Dong (2012), are shown in
Tables 2, 3.

Figure 2 shows that the slope’s geometric form includes the
slope angle, slope height, cohesiveness, unit weight, pore pressure
ratio, and internal friction angle, which is the pore pressure-to-
overburden pressure ratio.

RESULTS AND ANALYSIS

Genetic Algorithm Classification Model One
It should be noted that the binary system was used to classify
the slope state, with 0 representing “failure” and 1 representing
“stable.” Slope height (H), overall angle of slope (ff), unit
weight (y), cohesion (C), and the internal friction angle (¢)
were used as input parameters in the program, which are in
line with whatever is frequently used for the analysis of circular
failure. The geometrical simple slope design factors (H), (),
and () typically determine soil slope failure conditions and are
mechanical parameters related to slope stability in
geomaterials that are dependent on the Mohr-Coulomb
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FIGURE 4 | Tree Expression to predict factor of safety.

H do
B dl
vy d2
C d3
® d4
ru d5

C0 -8.47
C8 931
C7 8.57
C3-1.78
CS5 4.09
C3-7.08
C7 224
C513.61
C84.06

failure standard (ru), which is the pore water pressure ratio to
the overload pressure. The output was the slope state (actual)
and can take two options: OK (correct match) or wrong (false
match). An expression tree, as the term recommends, was
terms arranged in a tree-like information configuration. It
helps understand the program algorithms since it adapts to
various programming languages to express the results.
Another advantage of expression trees is that they can

provide a formula where the same kind of inputs can be
used to get an output, which in our case was stable (1) or
failure (0). The number of genes in the classification stage was
three genes. It means that we will have three sub-trees in
Figure 3 that were produced and transformed into the
numerical scheme as displayed (classification formula). The
interesting part about this program is that it can deliver results
with an algorithm based on the data entered. The algorithm in
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FIGURE 5 | Predicted results using gene software plot against factor of
safety for measured data.
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this program is compatible with expression trees to obtain
more realistic results.

The data were organized into txt files before being loaded into
the program Gene X, which contains an algorithm for generating
a non-linear classification model. Then, deployment of models
and ensembles to Excel was carried out. In machine learning and
specifically in statistical classification difficulties, a confusion
matrix is an exact table layout that permits the visualization
performance of an algorithm and a classification model on a
group of test data for which the true standards are identified.
Every row of the matrix links to an expected class. Every column
of the matrix agrees with an actual class. The program compares
the results using a confusion matrix and shows them as part of the
results via the match column that we discussed earlier. In Table 4,
as for the 104 values that are the same in the yes predicted and the
yes actual columns, take a TP symbol; as for the 19 values that are
in the yes predicted and the no actual, take the FP symbol. The
genetic algorithm was first evaluated on the same training data
(all 220 slope instances in the database). The confusion matrix is
shown in Table 4, and the variables TP (stable) and TN (failure)

0.6

05 +
04 +

03 |

02 1
) j
o | ||
H B v c b

Input Variables

Importance

i

ru

FIGURE 7 | Importance of a Feature for Function estimation.

denote the stable and failing slopes numbers that are accurately
sorted into the relevant classes. False positive (FP) stands for the
number of failure slopes that are incorrectly identified as stable,
whereas false negative (FN) denotes the number of stable slopes
that are incorrectly classified as failed. The precision of 115 stable
slopes is 95 percent (referred to as sensitivity, which is defined as
TP/(TP + EN)). The accuracy (referred to as “specificity,” which
equals TN divided by (TN + FP)) of the 28 failed slopes is 90.4
percent. Total accuracy (TP + TN)/(TP + TN + FP + EN) is
approximately 93.1 percent, which is very good for real-world
engineering.

Genetic Algorithm Prediction Model 2

To achieve an accurate estimate of the safety factor, we need to
run the data through a function approximation issue, in
addition to a prediction of whether the slope state is a
failure or is stable. Slope height (H), overall angle slope (),
unit weight (y), internal friction angle (¢), cohesion (C), and
ratio of pore water (ru) were used as input parameters in the
program which are in accordance with what is frequently used
for circular failure analysis. The number of genes in regression
stage was four genes, which means we will have four sub-trees,
as shown in Figure 4.

This software’s working idea is based on chromosomes,
which include expression trees and genes that specify the
genetic information contained in them. The Gene Expression
Program (GeneXpro 5.0) saves time and effort in calculating the
factor of safety. Furthermore, by establishing a link between soil
types, features, and bearing capability, when the generation is
101,934, the computer tries numerous paths to get the ideal
model. The trial was paused, and the best model was chosen
based on certain criteria, like R> > 0.90 for all data. Figure 5
demonstrates the expected factor of safety alongside the
observed safety factor. The evolutionary algorithm model
also accurately predicts the destination values. However, the
genetic algorithm model delivers an excellent estimate, with an
R? value of 0.96.
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FIGURE 8 | Landslide area at Amman Jerash highway.

The number of genes in the regression stage was four genes.
That means we will have four equations used in this generation.
The estimated equations are as follows:

C3 + C- ﬁ

FOS = Htanlsfq)‘ﬁ)w.m —ru” G- (Hoy)

, min[ (Av13.62.0).0+ (H + 7.87)]

2.24H*ﬂ
1
+ —_—
1- min(“'%‘%n H%)
SENSITIVITY ANALYSIS

Sensitivity analysis involves adjusting an entry parameter’s
amount and observing how the genetic algorithm model
responds. This may reveal which variables have the most
influence on genetic algorithm models and which variables
affect simulation results. This assessment demonstrates how
input factors affect the safety factor of slope failure. The
significance of a feature is assessed by the change in the
estimation of designated prediction models, and the length of
the bars represents the final assignment’s feature relevance.
Figure 6 shows the influence of input variables on model 1 as
follows: cohesion (C), angle of internal friction (¢), unit weight

Failure envelop

FIGURE 9 | Geox5 for selected site at Irbid Jerash highway.

(v), overall angle slope (), slope height (H), and pore water ratio
(ru). Figure 7 summarizes the features relevant to model 2. The
angle of internal friction (¢), overall angle slope (), cohesion (C),
slope height (H), pore water ratio (ru), and unit weight (y) were
the main input factors for factor safety prediction modeling.

VALIDATION BY USE SLOPE STABILITY
CASES IN JORDAN

The common landslides that happened along the routes of major
roads in Jordan, and mainly along the Dead Sea-Na’our-Amman
road and the Amman-Jerash-Irbid road, have considerably
increased. Over the last decades, excessive hillslope disturbances
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have been identified during highway construction and urban
development in central and northern Jordan. Most of the major
engineering projects were implemented on natural, steep slopes,
which were related to old landslide complexes, weak geological
structures, and low shearing resistance. Thus, a wide range of
landslides were reactivated, causing serious damage to highways
and urban areas. Engineering activities often take place without
previous appreciation of the geological and hydrological settings.

The human impact of the increased probability of landslides was also
ignored. The final triggering factor responsible for these slope
failures was the buildup of high pore-water pressures in the
materials, caused by recurrent, high-intensity rainstorms. A
geotechnical stability evaluation was carried out along the
Amman-Irbid highways as shown in Figure 8. It is concluded
that hillslope instability problems are likely to increase with
continued highway and urban development. In order to
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TABLE 5 | The statistical assessments of the responses for model 2 with other
models.

Model R? (%) SSE RMSE
This study 92 0.12 0.018
Manouchehrian et al. (2014) 79 0.26 0.12
Yang et al. (2004) 61 0.54 0.18

investigate the slope failure at the Amman-Irbid Highway, the site
investigation and soil physical and mechanical properties were
performed in the laboratory. Six boreholes were drilled in slope
failure sites and the soil classification was sandstone with an
unconfined compressive strength of between 3 and 45 MPa. The
direct shear test was performed on the collected samples, the
cohesion (C kPa) ranged between 32 and 51%, and the internal
friction angle was between 7 and 49°.

geox5 software was used to calculate the factor of safety for the
slope failure in Figure 9. The soil properties with all properties
were assigned to geox5. Table 4 depicts the slope stability
situation at 10 slope locations in the Irbid-Jerash Highway.
geox5 was used to find the factor of safety based on several
material properties. Furthermore, Table 4 shows the comparison
between geox5 and the 2 moles that were proposed in this study.

In order to verify the factor of safety models developed in this
study, 10 slopes at Irbid Jerash were utilized by the Ministry of
Housing. These slope cases were used to test the factor of safety
models developed in this study. The factor of safety was predicted
using the models created in this study first, and then geox5 was
performed on the variables shown in the table.

PARAMETRIC STUDY BY USING GENE
EXPRESSION PROGRAMMING

A parametric study was carried out for the established genetic
expression programming model in order to investigate the impact
of the input values on the anticipated factor of safety. As a result,
particular input data are altered, while the other input data are left
constant in order to examine the impact of each input on the
anticipated factor of safety. Figures 10A, B,C show that as unit
weight, cohesion (c), and internal friction angle increase, the
factor of safety also increases in a direct proportion. The impact of
cohesion (c) on the factor of safety is increased in a direct
proportion. Figures 10D,E show that slope angle () and
slope height are inversely proportional to the factor of safety.

DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS

In this study, an evolutionary algorithm was used to construct a
regression model for the estimation of FS for soil slopes that have
the possibility of circular failure. The suggested genetic algorithm
models provide a higher coefficient of determination and
minimize the root-mean-square error. The sensitivity analysis
shows that increasing unit weight, soil cohesion, and angle of
friction increase FS, whereas increasing slope height, slope angle,

Circular Failure of Soil Slopes Using GEP

and pore pressure reduce FS. In addition, the findings revealed
that the most efficient FS parameters were slope angle, unit
weight, and friction angle, but as unit weight increased, the
model’s efficiency increased as well. The proposed genetic
algorithm models were compared to the models from the
literature. Compared to the model being used for validation,
the offered model predicted more accurately. As a result of its
simple formulation, the regression model proposed by the
researchers is capable of accurately forecasting FS with a high
degree of confidence, making it an effective alternative to LEM
and numerical approaches in the early phases of the design
process. To summarize, the suggested GA’s notable features
include its easy formulation and high accuracy, which may
lead to the construction of extremely helpful regression
models for a wide range of issues. Table 5 summarizes the
statistical assessments of the responses for model 2 compared
with the other models. The results demonstrate that the genetic
algorithm model proposed was more effective in assessing FS.

CONCLUSION

The genetic algorithm technique has been effectively used to
examine the slope stability situation using (252) slope conditions
of verified historical cases (regression and classification). Using
the GeneXproTools model, the state slope stability is expressed as
a classification difficulty in which estimation outputs are either
failed or stable. The study shows that the solutions from the
genetic algorithms method are accurate for most cases. The
results showed values of accuracy and error of 93.1 and 6.9%,
respectively, where the parameter cohesion (C) was the most
important aspect in the classification case. For the function
estimating case, independent variables in this research
involved material variables (height of slope and slope angle).
Using the regression feature, an equation was established to
forecast FOS of slopes. The genetic algorithm models were
observed and compared to show that all approaches have a
respectable agreement in forecasting the safety factor. The
results of the parametric study show that increasing unit
weight, cohesion, and internal friction angle increase the factor
of safety, whereas increasing slope height, slope angle, and pore
pressure reduce the factor of safety.
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