[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplementary figure 1: search and selection strategy
1. Pubmed Search Query: ("encephalitis, herpes simplex"[MeSH Terms] OR ("encephalitis"[All Fields] AND "herpes"[All Fields] AND "simplex"[All Fields]) OR "herpes simplex encephalitis"[All Fields] OR ("herpes"[All Fields] AND "simplex"[All Fields] AND "encephalitis"[All Fields])) AND ("outcome"[All Fields] OR "outcomes"[All Fields])

2. Pubmed Search Query: ("encephalitis, varicella zoster"[MeSH Terms] OR ("encephalitis"[All Fields] AND "varicella"[All Fields] AND "zoster"[All Fields]) OR "varicella zoster encephalitis"[All Fields] OR ("varicella"[All Fields] AND "zoster"[All Fields] AND "encephalitis"[All Fields])) AND ("outcome"[All Fields] OR "outcomes"[All Fields])

[image: ]





image1.png
Herpes Simplex Encephalitis

Varicella Zoster Encephalitis

n= 604 Pubmed Search n=177
Exclusion of
n=26 Animal Studies
n=41 Language other than English, German, Spanish or French n=8
n= 85 Reviews n=12
n= 88 Studies only on children or adolescents n=32
— n=195 Case reports or case series (including 10 patients or less) n= 65 ———
Studies on general encephalitis not specifically describing
n=51 HSV/VZV or without description of outcome/prognosis or n=22
poor quality of data (e.g. PCR results not discernible)
Studies focusing on other aspects than clinical
n= 86 . . . . n=28
presentation, outcome and/or prognosis (e.g. diagnostics)
_ Additional studies retrieved from references and other _
«—— n=8 . n=12 E—
search queries
v v
Total n=40 Total n=22





